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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.

your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one,
for yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever.
Amen!

— Jesus Christ
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Chapter 1

Write the Vision
“Lord, teach us to pray.”

Luke 11:1

Have you ever wondered why, out of all the incredible things Jesus 
did—walking on water, healing the blind, multiplying food—His 
disciples specifically asked Him to teach them to pray?

They didn’t ask Him to show them how to preach or how to per-
form miracles. What they longed to understand was the source of His 
power … and His peace. Prayer was Jesus’ lifeline—the invisible bridge 
between heaven and earth. It anchored every miracle, every moment of 
compassion, every word He spoke.

What if you could discover that same lifeline?
What if prayer became your favorite place to live—not a duty, but 

a daily delight?

Finding Your Sacred Space

Everyone needs a special place to connect deeply with God. For you, it 
might be a quiet corner in your home, a park bench, or even your car 
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Open my heart wide to hear Your voice.
Let my prayers rise like incense and return to earth with power.
I believe You are already waiting for me in each room.
Thank You for the invitation. I say yes.
In Jesus’ mighty name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

As we begin this sacred journey, remember:
Prayer is not just a discipline—it’s a 

divine invitation.
A door is open.
Step through it—heart first—and 

discover the treasure waiting inside.
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Chapter 2

God’s Doorway—a 
Personal Invitation

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Genesis 1:1

Maybe you’re like me—you tend to skip over introductions, thinking 
they’re just formalities. But I’d like to encourage you to pause here. 
This chapter matters deeply to me, because it will help you understand 
the heart of this book and how it personally speaks into your life. 
Thank you for taking this moment together with me.

Did you know the very first letter of the first Hebrew word in the Bible 
is beth? In Hebrew, this letter shares its root with the word for “house,” and 
even visually resembles an open home, warmly inviting us in.

Throughout this book, we’ll explore a special kind of house—God’s 
own house. This theme of a divine dwelling appears right from the first 
word of Scripture, and it’s a home that God personally invites you into.

Certainly, this beth could symbolize earth, our shared home that 
shelters and nurtures us—a beautiful concept that Pope Francis explores 
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Where We Go from Here

This journey isn’t just about learning 
prayers. It’s about becoming a living 
house—a place God genuinely loves 
to dwell.

In the next chapter, we’ll meet 
Jesus, our Master Architect—the one 
who deeply desires to design and fill 
every splendid room of your personal house 
of prayer.
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Chapter 3

The Tekton—Master 
Architect of Your Heart

Have you ever walked through a house being renovated? Dust covers 
everything, the noise can be deafening, and chaos often reigns. Yet 
beneath that apparent mess, something entrancing is quietly taking 
shape.

My spiritual journey has often felt exactly like this—messy, con-
fusing, and at times even painful. But looking back, I clearly see now: 
every moment has been part of an intentional design, gently guided by 
Jesus—the Master Architect of my heart.

In previous chapters, we’ve explored God’s deep desire for inti-
macy with us. Now let’s meet Jesus, our tekton, who lovingly crafts our 
lives into His masterpiece.

More Than a Carpenter

For the first ten or fifteen years of His adult life, Jesus quietly worked 
as a carpenter in Nazareth. Yet the Greek word used to describe Him, 
tekton, means so much more than simply working with wood. A tekton 
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•	 What area of your life urgently needs the Architect’s 
loving touch today?

•	 Write it down clearly. Prayerfully place it before 
Him, trusting fully that Jesus will bring it to life 
within the blueprint of your heart.

When you practice these simple steps, you’ll discover a deeper inti-
macy with God, lasting peace, and new strength to face life’s storms 
with greater resilience.

Let’s Talk to God Together

Heavenly Father,
Thank You for sending Jesus, the Master Architect of my heart. 

Today I open myself completely to Your loving design. Please gently 
remove anything in me that might block Your closeness. Transform 
my life into a vibrant, living house of prayer.

Jesus, reshape and renew every corner of my heart. Grant me clar-
ity and courage to fully embrace Your amazing plan. Thank You for 
crafting me intentionally and with great love.

In Your precious name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

As we move into the next chapter, the 
Master Architect is ready to clear 
away distractions and deepen His 
renovation in your heart. Are you 
ready to welcome His transforming 
touch today?
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Chapter 4

Overturning Tables
Have you ever stepped into a room so cluttered that your heart imme-
diately sank?

I have—more than once. In fact, even as a pastor, I’ve found myself 
repeatedly in moments when my heart felt exactly like that chaotic 
room: crowded with anxieties, distractions, and misplaced priorities. 
My prayers had become routine and mechanical, and genuine intimacy 
with God seemed painfully distant.

Maybe you’ve experienced this too?
It was in those moments of honest realization that I knew exactly 

what I needed: I needed Jesus to passionately overturn the tables clut-
tering my spiritual life.

In previous chapters, we’ve seen Jesus gently shaping our hearts as 
the Master Architect. But sometimes, before He can build something 
truly inviting, He must first lovingly clear away the clutter.

A Passionate Cleansing

One of Scripture’s most vivid scenes is Jesus entering the temple in 
Jerusalem:
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Where We Go from Here

As Jesus lovingly clears your heart’s clut-
ter, He makes room for something 
truly wonderful.

In the next chapter, we’ll embrace 
childlike simplicity and wonder, dis-
covering the fresh blueprint God has 
for your heart.

Are you ready to see what He builds 
next?

Ta
ke

 a
 d

ee
pe

r d
ive

 in
to

 th
is chapter by listening to this podcast episode: 



47

Chapter 5

Blueprint of the Heart
Do you remember the pure joy you felt as a child, holding a box of 
crayons, facing a blank page with endless possibilities?

Jesus once prayed:

I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and learned, and revealed them to little children. 
(Matt. 11:25)

Childlike faith isn’t immaturity—it’s spiritual clarity. It’s open-
ness, trust, and wonder. Often, rediscovering God’s vision for our lives 
doesn’t begin with deep theology but with something as simple and 
appealing as a child’s drawing.

Proudly Showing Your Drawing

Imagine being a child again, proudly showing your drawing to your 
dad: “Look, Daddy! I drew our house. Here’s the door, here’s the win-
dow, and here’s the chimney. And here’s Mommy, and you, Daddy. Oh, 
and look—I added the sun and a tree! Isn’t it wonderful?”
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Where We Go from Here

As we journey forward, watch how God 
transforms these simple, heartfelt sketches 
into vibrant, Spirit-filled dwellings.

He’s not just accepting your draw-
ing—He’s eagerly preparing to inhabit 
it. Are you ready to build with Him 
today?
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Chapter 6

You Are His Dwelling
Have you ever experienced a moment when God’s presence became 
strikingly real, reshaping your entire understanding of Him?

Imagine being alone, feeling overwhelmed by life’s pressures, 
when suddenly, a comforting truth whispers into your heart: “You are 
the temple of the living God.” In an instant, your burdens lift, peace 
floods your heart, and the ordinary space around you transforms into 
a sacred sanctuary.

This realization—that God Himself chooses to dwell within you 
permanently—can radically change not just a moment but your entire 
life.

In our previous chapter, we envisioned our hearts as houses of 
prayer with childlike simplicity. Yet God desires more than sketches—
He longs for your life itself to become His vibrant, living dwelling, 
filled with His presence and glory.

God’s Passionate Pursuit

Since the garden of Eden, God’s deepest desire has always been clear: 
He wants to dwell among His people. Eden was not just paradise; it was 
a sacred place where God walked and spoke personally with humanity 
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Holy Spirit, don’t let me settle for occasional visits. Dwell in me 
fully. Let every thought, word, and action reflect Your love and grace.

In Jesus’ powerful and loving name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

You are not merely a follower of Christ—
you are His dwelling place. And God’s 
blueprint for your life is filled with 
intimacy, wonder, and divine presence.

In the next chapter, we’ll begin 
uncovering the deeper mystery hidden 
within the Lord’s Prayer—discovering 
how each phrase opens a door to divine pres-
ence and revelation.

Are you ready to open your heart and fully welcome Him home?
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Chapter 7

Unlocking the 
Divine Mystery

Have you ever encountered something familiar that suddenly revealed 
itself as altogether new, shifting your entire understanding?

Maybe it was a Scripture verse you’ve read countless times, a 
simple prayer you’ve repeated for years, or a childhood story—yet in 
one unexpected moment, it came alive, transforming your heart. The 
Lord’s Prayer is exactly this kind of divine mystery, continually invit-
ing us into deeper intimacy with God.

A mystery is like a pearl—it reveals its beauty only to those who 
know its value. Even Einstein once said:

The most beautiful experience we can have is the 
mysterious.1

While he explored the physical universe, we are invited to explore 
the mysteries of God. Pastor Timothy Keller puts it this way:

Prayer turns theology into experience.2
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Nathan said, “Experiencing the mystery of the 

Lord’s Prayer revolutionized my spiritual life. 

Prayer shifted from duty to daily delight.”

Where We Go from Here

As we step forward, let’s unlock the trea-
sures hidden within each phrase Jesus 
taught us. In the next chapter, we 
begin with the most intimate words: 
“Our Father.” 

Are you ready to walk through 
the door?
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A Sacred Pause 
before We Continue

Before stepping into the next part of our journey, let’s pause 
for something truly special.

As a global ambassador for The Chosen, it is my privilege 
to share with you Jonathan Roumie—the actor portraying 
Jesus—reciting the Our Father prayer in Aramaic, the very 
language Jesus would have spoken.

This was recorded during the filming of the impactful 
scene depicting the feeding of the five thousand.

As you listen, you will feel yourself transported into a 
different world—a more ancient world—where prayer wasn’t 
polished or formal but alive, intimate, and deeply connected 
to the Father.

Of course, no one knows the exact pronunciation of 
Aramaic from two thousand years ago. But the heart of this 
moment isn’t about perfect words—it’s about entering into 
the spirit of prayer that Jesus taught.



66	 BECOMING A HOUSE OF PRAYER

Let your heart imagine Jesus gently teaching you: “When 
you pray, say …”

Feel the simplicity. The nearness. The invitation.
This moment is a bridge—between what we’ve discovered 

so far and what we are about to enter: the sacred place where 
prayer truly begins … in the arms of our heavenly Father.

Let’s walk forward together.

https://ericcelerier.net 
/jonathanroumie

Please access the video via the link on the downloadable PDF.
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Chapter 8

Stepping into the 
Spiritual House

Recently, my wife and I visited Notre Dame of Paris following its 
long-awaited reopening. Years before, fire had devastated this iconic 
building. Yet, standing inside once again, I was deeply moved by what 
I saw: the cathedral, now restored, radiated a beauty far surpassing 
even its former glory. Sunlight streamed through restored windows, 
illuminating ancient stones polished by centuries of prayer. Awe and 
wonder flooded our hearts.

In a similar way, imagine something even greater—your life—as 
a spiritual sanctuary, lovingly designed and rebuilt by God Himself. 
Psalm 127:1 reminds us:

Unless the LORD builds the house,
the builders labor in vain.

Your life, anchored in Christ, is precisely this sacred dwelling—a 
masterpiece being continually shaped by divine hands. Just as Notre 
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Let’s Pray Together

Heavenly Father,
Thank You for lovingly building this sacred home within me.
Jesus, You are the doorway into deeper intimacy and purpose—

lead me into Your presence today.
Lift my eyes upward, Lord, toward the open roof filled with Your 

glory and beauty. May love and grace flow freely between heaven and 
every area of my life.

Holy Spirit, strengthen my foundations, bless each room, and gen-
tly reveal anything hidden. Transform my heart into a vibrant house of 
prayer—one You delight to dwell in.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

In the next chapter, we step through the 
first delightful room under the open 
cathedral ceiling: “Our Father.”

It’s the place where your divine 
identity becomes clear. Are you ready to 
draw closer to the Father’s heart?
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Chapter 9

The Father’s Doorway
“Our Father in heaven.”

Matthew 6:9

After stepping into your spiritual house, pause for a moment and lift your 
eyes toward the highest point—the soaring cathedral ceiling that opens 
directly toward heaven. Beneath this divine canopy, Jesus gently teaches 
us to begin our prayer not by focusing on ourselves but by turning our 
attention upward—toward the one who loves us perfectly: our Father.

The very first word Jesus places on our lips is not a request but a 
relationship: Father.

The Prayer Begins with the Father

In the original Greek, the Lord’s Prayer begins directly with the word 
Pater—“Father.” This intentional focus is crucial: prayer starts not 
with our needs, worries, or even worship but with recognizing who 
He truly is. Jesus places “Father” as the doorway into the entire prayer, 
reminding us that everything flows from intimacy with Him.
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Let me dwell in Your secret place, under the shadow of Your 
wings. Let the word Father awaken joy, security, and awe.

Let me find shelter in Your secret place, under the shadow of Your 
wings. Let calling You “Father” fill my heart with joy, security, and 
awe. Today, I embrace my identity as Your child, I receive Your perfect 
embrace, and from my heart I call You “Abba.”

In Jesus’ precious name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

You’ve just crossed the threshold of the 
Father’s heart. You’ve learned to approach 
Him not with fear or formality but with 
trust—like a child running into the arms 
of their Father.

Now the journey takes you deeper. 
Before any request, before any worship, 
Jesus teaches us to begin our prayers with two 
simple words: Our Father.

What if those words weren’t just an opening but an invitation—
into family, into unity, into a love that holds us all together?

In the next chapter, we take our place at the family table.
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Chapter 10

Invited to the 
Family Table

“Our Father in heaven.”
Matthew 6:9

This is the first room on the upper floor of your house of prayer, a space 
beneath the cathedral roof of divine worship.

Remembering the Family Table

I clearly recall special dinners from my childhood—the inviting aroma 
of freshly baked baguettes, laughter echoing around our family table, 
and an overwhelming sense of belonging. These precious memories 
remind me how deeply we are designed for community. Those fam-
ily dinners were more than just meals; they shaped my understanding 
of belonging, unity, and shared identity—exactly what Jesus conveys 
when teaching us to pray, “Our Father.”
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May each time I say “Our Father” become a declaration of belong-
ing—not only to You but to Your beautiful family around the world. 
Build this room in my spiritual house into a place of unity, humility, 
and love.

In Jesus’ precious name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Now, with our hearts united around God’s 
family table, let’s lift our eyes even higher. 
In the next chapter, we’ll explore what it 
means that our Father reigns in heaven.

Are you ready to deepen your awe 
and intimacy with Him?
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Chapter 11

Our Father in Heaven
“Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.”
Matthew 6:9

Have you ever paused to truly consider what it means that your Father 
resides in heaven?

We’ve celebrated the warmth of calling God “Abba” and rejoiced 
in being part of His global family. Now Jesus invites us to lift our gaze 
higher—to the breathtaking reality of heaven itself.

Your prayers aren’t merely private conversations; they’re dynamic 
encounters with the Creator who lovingly rules from heaven’s throne.

A Heavenly Perspective

When Jesus taught us to pray “Our Father in heaven,” He wasn’t 
describing a distant, disconnected deity. He unveiled a profound 
truth: our loving Father is also the sovereign ruler of the cosmos.

The Greek word Jesus uses for “heaven”—ouranoîs—is plural, 
encompassing:
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Transform my worries into worship, my fears into faith, and every 
challenge into an opportunity for Your grace.

Draw me closer each day, until heaven’s light fills every corner of 
my life.

In Jesus’ inviting and powerful name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Now, with our hearts firmly anchored in 
heaven, we’re ready to move forward to 
honor and reverence His holy name.

In the next chapter, we’ll step 
deeper into the wonder and beauty of 
declaring “Hallowed be Your name.”

Are you ready to journey further 
into His sacred presence?
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Chapter 12

Holy Ground
“Hallowed be your name.”

Matthew 6:9

We now step into the first sacred room on the upper floor of our 
spiritual house—a room fully dedicated to heaven’s reality. Here, no 
windows are necessary because the Father’s presence illuminates every 
corner.

Understanding Holiness

In the original Greek, the word translated “hallowed” is hagiasthētō, 
meaning to set apart as holy. In fact, in the Greek text, “holy” is placed 
first for emphasis. When we say, “Hallowed be your name” we aren’t 
asking God to become holy—He already is infinitely holy. Rather, 
we’re praying that His holiness be recognized, honored, and revealed 
clearly on earth just as it is in heaven.

This distinction is crucial. We’re not praying for God to change 
but for ourselves and the world around us to align with His holy nature.
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Let’s Pray Together

Holy Father,
Thank You for removing every barrier and inviting me into Your 

holy presence.
Today, I stand on sacred ground, fully welcomed by Your grace.
Let Your holiness gently cleanse me, illuminating what’s hidden, 

warming what’s grown cold, and breathing life where things have 
faded.

May every room of my heart echo heaven’s praise: “Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord God Almighty.” Shape me daily to reflect Your holi-
ness—not out of fear but out of deep love and gratitude.

In Jesus’ holy name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Now that we’ve stood on holy ground 
and beheld the holiness of God, it’s 
time to pause and honor something 
even deeper: His name.

In the next chapter, we’ll enter 
a room filled with reverence—where 
every word breathes worship: the Sacred 
Name.
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Chapter 13

The Sacred Name
“Hallowed be your name.”

Matthew 6:9

We now step deeper into the upper floor of our spiritual house. Here, 
every room radiates the gentle yet energetic glow of God’s presence. 
No windows are needed, for His glory fills every corner. In this sacred 
place, we pause to honor His name—the essential starting point of 
authentic prayer.

The Weight and Wonder of the Name

In Hebrew tradition, God’s name—YHWH, the sacred 
Tetragrammaton—was considered so holy that scribes washed their 
hands and even changed pens before writing it. They avoided pro-
nouncing it aloud, substituting titles like Adonai (Lord).

Yet Jesus invites us to call this same God “Abba”—Father, even 
Daddy—drawing us into extraordinary intimacy.

When we pray “Hallowed be your name,” we aren’t asking God 
to become holy. His name is already infinitely holy. Instead, we ask for 
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Let’s Pray Together

Holy Father,
Thank You for the privilege of calling on Your sacred name. From 

Abraham until today, Your name has shaped destinies, transformed 
lives, and demonstrated Your everlasting faithfulness.

Write Your name deeply on my heart, shaping my thoughts, words, 
and actions. Help me live a life that honors Your holiness, compassion, 
and majesty.

Let my house of prayer become an altar where Your name is 
joyfully celebrated from sunrise to sunset. Fill my soul with the awe 
that moves angels and saints to cry: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come!”

Today, I choose to lift Your name above all else. I believe that 
everything I ask in Your name carries the authority of heaven, as Jesus 
promised.

You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and End, 
Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace.

I honor You. I bless You. I magnify Your holy name.
In Jesus’ holy and powerful and sacred name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Having embraced the sacredness of 
God’s name, we now prepare our 
hearts for His kingdom to come.

Are you ready to welcome His 
reign more deeply into your spiritual 
house?
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Chapter 14

Your Kingdom Come
“Your kingdom come.”

Matthew 6:10

We are now stepping into the central room on the upper floor of our 
house of prayer. Its position is intentional, as the kingdom of God 
occupies a central place throughout the Bible and in our spiritual 
journeys. Here, we consciously invite and seek the fullness of God’s 
kingdom over every part of our lives.

The Heartbeat of Jesus’ Mission

The kingdom was at the very heart of Jesus’ message. It is mentioned 
over a hundred times in the Gospels—far more frequently than the 
word church. While the church is vital, described as “the pillar and 
foundation of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15), the kingdom is even greater. It 
represents God’s perfect reign of justice, mercy, healing, and restoration.

This kingdom is not a distant hope. It’s here and now—wherever 
God’s love transforms brokenness into wholeness, despair into hope, 
and chaos into peace.
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You are the King of Kings, and Your kingdom will never end. 
Come reign fully in me.

In the powerful and compassionate name of Jesus, amen.

Where We Go from Here

With hearts fully surrendered to His king-
dom, we are now ready to journey into 
the next room: “Your will be done.”

Are you ready to align your dreams 
and decisions with His perfect will?
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Chapter 15

Your Will Be Done
“Your will be done.”

Matthew 6:10

Having honored God’s holy name and welcomed His kingdom, we now 
step into the third room on the upper floor of our house of prayer—a 
room fully devoted to surrendering our lives to God’s perfect will.

Embracing God’s Perfect Authority

The Bible opens with profound simplicity:

In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. (Gen. 1:1)

In Hebrew, the word used for God is Elohim, a plural form indi-
cating majesty and, as many Christians believe, hinting at the Trinity: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From the very first verse, we see God’s 
perfect will clearly expressed: He speaks, and creation responds.
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I echo Jesus’ prayer: “Here I am … I have come to do your will, my 
God” (Heb. 10:7).

In Jesus’ powerful and compassionate name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Having surrendered fully to the Father’s 
perfect will, we now step into the sacred 
threshold connecting heaven and earth.

In the next chapter, we’ll pause at 
the spiritual staircase—the place where 
heaven begins to descend directly into 
our daily lives. Here, our prayer shifts 
from God’s realm to our everyday needs.

Are you ready to receive everything heaven 
longs to bring into your life today?
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Chapter 16

On Earth as It 
Is in Heaven

“On earth as it is in heaven.”
Matthew 6:10

Having fully explored the “upper floor” of our spiritual house—inti-
macy with Abba, reverence for His holy name, the coming of His 
kingdom, and surrender to His perfect will—we now step onto a sacred 
staircase. This staircase symbolizes the heart of the Lord’s Prayer: the 
profound mystery where heaven touches earth.

When Muriel and I surrendered our lives completely to God’s 
will—giving away our ministry, influence, and even our dreams—we 
experienced firsthand what it truly means for heaven to descend. Our 
surrender opened floodgates we didn’t even know existed, releasing an 
abundance we could never have imagined. It was exactly this kind of 
sacred moment Jesus describes: when heaven visibly breaks into the 
ordinary moments of our lives.
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Where We Go from Here

You’ve just prayed one of the most dar-
ing lines in all of Scripture: “On earth 
as it is in heaven.” 

This is not a poetic ideal. It’s a 
call to surrender your plans, your 
pace, and even your expectations—so 
that God’s will, not yours, becomes the 
center.

But how do we live that out? How do we carry 
heaven into our workplaces, families, and quiet moments?

Before we move on to asking, we must go deeper into abiding.
In the next chapter, we’ll rise again—into the space where adora-

tion becomes atmosphere and God’s presence reorders everything.
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Chapter 17

As in Heaven
“On earth as it is in heaven.”

Matthew 6:10

Having ascended the upper floors of our spiritual house—where we 
experienced intimacy with Abba, honored His holy name, welcomed 
His kingdom, and surrendered to His perfect will—we now enter the 
sacred corridor where heaven touches earth. This is not merely a transi-
tion—it is the heart of the Lord’s Prayer, where heaven descends to 
meet daily life.

Yet let’s be honest. Experiencing heaven’s reality in our daily lives 
isn’t always easy. Sometimes it feels elusive, almost out of reach. But 
Jesus taught us this prayer precisely because He knew we’d struggle to 
bridge these two worlds

Heaven First, Earth Second

The original Greek emphasizes heaven first: Hōs en ouranō kai epi tēs 
gēs, meaning, “as in heaven, so also on earth.”
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Where We Go from Here

Now that we’ve stood in the sacred corridor 
where heaven rushes into earth, the ques-
tion becomes: How do we access this 
divine exchange personally and daily?

In the next chapter, we’ll step 
through the only true doorway into this 
heavenly reality—Jesus Himself. He is 
not just the one who teaches us to pray—He 
is the gate through which every heavenly prom- i s e 
enters our lives.
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Chapter 18

The Gate of Heaven
“I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. 

They will come in and go out, and find pasture.”
John 10:9

As we move from the heavenly upper floors of our spiritual house 
into the daily realities on the ground level, we encounter a gate clearly 
marked with these profound words: “I am the gate.”

This gate isn’t merely an entrance—it’s Jesus Himself, the living, 
breathing connection between eternity and everyday life. He makes 
the divine accessible and intimately present in every aspect of our lives.

Only through Jesus

When Jesus declared, “No one comes to the Father except through 
me” (John 14:6), He wasn’t being exclusive—He was being clear. Jesus 
alone bridges heaven and earth, giving our prayers true power and 
transforming ordinary moments into divine encounters.

Every prayer offered through Christ connects us deeply and per-
sonally with our heavenly Father.
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Let’s Pray Together

Lord Jesus,
You are the gate. You are the way, the truth, and the life. Today, I 

step through You into the Father’s presence.
I lay down my fears, my burdens, and my ambitions at Your feet.
Feed me with Your life. Strengthen me with Your wisdom. Guide 

me with Your peace.
Transform my ordinary moments into extraordinary encounters 

where heaven meets earth.
Let my life be a living house of prayer, where every door is opened 

by You and through You.
Thank You for being the door, the Shepherd, the Savior, and the 

Lord. I embrace You as my gateway to the Father’s heart.
In Your powerful and loving name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Having stepped through the gate and 
encountered Jesus afresh, we’re now 
ready to deepen our spiritual sight. 
In the next chapter, we’ll explore 
how authentic repentance clears our 
hearts to see Him more clearly.

Are you ready to walk deeper into 
intimacy?
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Chapter 19

Seeing Jesus through 
Repentance

“When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the 
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment.”

John 16:8

As we’ve walked through the rooms of the house of prayer, drawing 
closer to the Father—calling Him Abba, hallowing His name, seeking 
His kingdom, and surrendering to His will—we now enter a quieter, 
often overlooked room: repentance.

But here, something extraordinary happens. In this room, we 
begin to see Jesus not as an idea but as a living presence. And through 
the gentle guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are drawn back into deep 
communion with the Father

Repentance as a Spiritual X-Ray

In the world of art, the term repentir describes when painters like 
Leonardo da Vinci, Van Gogh, and Picasso altered their work—painting 
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Where We Go from Here

Now that the fog has lifted and Jesus 
stands clearly before us, we’re ready to 
ascend further.

In the next chapter, we’ll explore 
how love rises from our hearts—and how 
heaven’s grace rushes down to meet us.

Are you ready to take the next step?
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Chapter 20

The Stairs
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 

down from the Father of the heavenly lights.”
James 1:17

In a multilevel house, stairs connect the different floors. They enable 
movement, create access, and make transitions possible. In your spiri-
tual house of prayer, the stairs represent something even greater—a 
holy rhythm, a dynamic relationship between your heart and heaven. 
Your prayers rise. God’s grace descends. Your worship ascends. His 
peace pours out.

Just like Jacob, who dreamed of angels ascending and descending a 
ladder from heaven (see Gen. 28:12), we are invited to see our spiritual 
lives as deeply connected to heaven. Nothing is static. Everything flows 
through this divine staircase.

I remember visiting the Burj Khalifa in Dubai—the tallest tower 
in the world—with Muriel. We were amazed that it only took a min-
ute to reach the observation deck. What would take hours on foot 
became instant. I thought: This is prayer. The connection between our 



152	 BECOMING A HOUSE OF PRAYER

Where We Go from Here

Benjamin, a reader, once said: “For me, 
the stairs represent growth in God—an 
ascent toward higher places. I don’t 
want to go back down.”

And that’s true. The stairs rep-
resent both access and ascent. In your 
house of prayer, they allow you to rise in 
worship—and descend into deeper trust, sur-
render, and love.

Now let’s step into the first sacred room of the ground floor: “Give 
us today our daily bread.” Heaven is about to meet your everyday life.
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Chapter 21

Our Daily Bread
“Give us today our daily bread.”

Matthew 6:11

As we move to the ground floor of our spiritual house of prayer, we 
begin to engage with our earthly needs—physical, emotional, and 
relational. This part of the Lord’s Prayer—“Give us today our daily 
bread”—marks a shift from the lofty to the tangible. Here, prayer 
becomes incarnational. This is where our prayers touch the soil.

Jesus leads us downward, not in defeat but into dependence. Bread 
is where heaven meets hunger.

Bread at the Foundation

Psychologist Abraham Maslow famously placed food, water, and 
shelter at the base of his hierarchy of human needs. Jesus meets us 
there—not just to acknowledge these needs but to assure us that God 
cares deeply about them.
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Where We Go from Here

As we receive Christ as our daily nour-
ishment, another hunger arises—the 
longing for restoration and healing.

In the next chapter, we will enter 
the sacred room of forgiveness, where 
debts are released and grace flows freely. 
Are you ready?
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Chapter 22

Forgive Us Our Debts
“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

Matthew 6:12

In our journey through the house of prayer, we’ve arrived at one of its 
most vital rooms—one dedicated entirely to forgiveness. Here lies the 
heart of our relationship with God and others: a place of profound 
freedom, reconciliation, and renewal. Forgiveness is not just another 
room—it’s part of the foundation. Without it, the whole house risks 
crumbling.

Forgiveness: Our Greatest Need

When Jesus instructs us to pray “Forgive us our debts,” He directs 
us toward a foundational truth: we all carry moral debts. In Hebrew 
tradition, sin was often viewed as a debt—a serious obligation toward 
God and others.

In fact, the Hebrew word chov (“debt”) reflects both financial and 
moral obligation. In the Year of Jubilee (see Lev. 25), all debts were 
forgiven—a stunning foreshadowing of divine mercy.
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Empower me to forgive others as You have forgiven me. Transform 
my house of prayer into a sanctuary of peace, reconciliation, and grace.

Jesus, You embodied forgiveness on the cross. Help me embody 
it today. As I pray the prayer You taught us, may my heart mirror the 
mercy embedded in each line. Let every act of forgiveness become a 
bridge between heaven and earth.

In Your mighty and compassionate name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Now that forgiveness has swept and 
cleansed this room of our spiritual 
house, we are ready to face the next: the 
room of temptation. With a heart made 
whole, let’s learn how to stand firm in 
God’s strength.
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Chapter 23

Three Rooms, Three 
Temptations

“And lead us not into temptation.”
Matthew 6:13

Having just experienced the liberating power of forgiveness, we 
often find ourselves vulnerable. It’s in these spiritually sensitive 
moments, right after significant victories, that temptation tends to 
intensify. Now we enter the third room on the ground floor of our 
house of prayer—corresponding to the petition, “Lead us not into 
temptation.”

Every temptation is ultimately a battle between our will and 
God’s. This room teaches us to submit fully to the Father’s perfect 
guidance, especially during times of doubt, fatigue, or spiritual 
vulnerability. Temptation is not abstract; it’s deeply personal, emo-
tional, and real.

Even Jesus faced it. Immediately after His baptism, when heaven 
opened and the Father declared, “You are My beloved Son” (Luke 



Three Rooms, Three Temptations	 173

Reflection Question

•	 Where in your life is the enemy subtly trying to 
gain ground right now—and how can you respond 
with Scripture and deeper surrender?

Let’s Pray Together

Heavenly Father,
Lead me away from every trap that distracts, deceives, or divides 

my heart from You. I surrender every hidden corner of my life, espe-
cially where I feel weak, vulnerable, or exhausted. Protect my spiritual 
house from pride, self-reliance, and false security.

Jesus, You overcame temptation in the wilderness. Help me resist 
temptation as You did—grounded in Your Word, surrendered in wor-
ship, and secure in the Father’s love.

Holy Spirit, align my desires fully with Yours. Let this room of 
temptation become a place of truth, protection, and daily dependence.

Thank You that every temptation I face is already overcome through 
Jesus. Amen.

Where We Go from Here

Having resisted temptation by affirm-
ing our true identity and clinging to 
God’s Word, we are now ready to 
enter the final room on the ground 
floor—the room of deliverance. There 
we will pray, “Deliver us from the evil 
one,” and learn to walk in lasting freedom.

Are you ready to stand confidently in His victory?
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Chapter 24

Deliver Us from Evil
“But deliver us from the evil one.”

Matthew 6:13

We are in the final room on the ground floor of our house of prayer—
where we also pray, “Deliver us from the evil one.” This is not just a 
prayer for protection; it is a bold declaration of Christ’s victory. It is the 
room where spiritual battles meet their resolution, where the power of 
heaven confronts the schemes of darkness. It is where the will of God, 
embraced in the previous room, becomes a shield of deliverance.

Facing the Reality of Evil

Have you ever faced situations that felt completely overwhelming—
moments of fear, anxiety, or bitterness that seemed impossible to 
overcome? Evil isn’t a distant concept. It is personal. It’s the voice that 
tries to convince you that you are alone, unworthy, defeated. But the 
cross tells a different story.

When Jesus died on the cross, He didn’t just suffer; He conquered. 
Paul declares:
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Where We Go from Here

Having taken refuge in the room of 
deliverance, we are now ready to 
anchor our entire house of prayer on 
its eternal foundation. In the next 
chapter, we’ll boldly declare, “For 
Yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever.”

Are you ready to ground your life in 
what lasts forever?
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Chapter 25

The Connected 
House of Prayer

We live in a world of highly connected homes. My own house is fully 
wired: sound systems, TVs, lights, air conditioning, security cam-
eras—even the front door lock—are controllable from anywhere in the 
world. But when I speak about a “connected house,” I mean something 
infinitely more impressive: the spiritual connection between the upper 
and lower levels of your house of prayer.

Each room on the upper level directly aligns with a corresponding 
room below, revealing a sacred symmetry woven into the Lord’s Prayer. 
This design isn’t random—it reflects God’s deep desire to connect 
heaven and earth through prayer.

An Extraordinary Alignment

At the top of our spiritual house is the roof—“Our Father in heaven.”
At the foundation lies our unshakable confidence—“For yours is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”
These two truths hold everything together, anchoring our prayer 

life in God’s eternal presence and purpose.
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Let’s Pray Together

Heavenly Father,
Thank You for the sacred alignment between heaven and earth. 

Thank You for giving me the keys to Your kingdom.
Today, I step into bold, aligned prayer. I declare that heaven leads 

and I joyfully follow.
Let my house of prayer reflect Your design: provision, peace, pur-

pose, and power flowing in every room.
Let me live connected—heart to heart, heaven to earth.
In Jesus’ powerful name, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Now that we’ve discovered the sacred 
design of a connected house of prayer, 
we’re ready for what comes next: the 
one who fills this house with breath, 
power, and presence—the Holy 
Spirit.

Are you ready to open every room 
to His transforming presence?
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Chapter 26

The Spirit of the House
As we have seen, every room of our spiritual house is carefully con-
nected to heaven’s realities. But a connected house, no matter how 
beautifully designed, is empty without life. Now comes the most 
impactful moment: the house must be inhabited. The Spirit of 
God is not meant to visit occasionally—He longs to fill every space 
completely.

A connected house becomes truly alive only when filled with the 
Spirit who brings heaven’s presence into every room. Sometimes, when 
entering a home, you immediately sense its spirit—whether welcoming 
and peaceful, or cold and unsettling. Beyond mere ambiance, what we 
experience is the spirit inhabiting that place. In your spiritual house 
of prayer, the presence that fills every room, breathes life into every 
prayer, and empowers every moment is meant to be none other than 
the Holy Spirit Himself.

The Promised Comforter

Jesus knew His disciples would face anxiety when He returned to the 
Father. So He gave them an extraordinary promise:
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Where We Go from Here

Having welcomed the Holy Spirit 
into every corner of our spiritual 
house, we now move joyfully to the 
foundations. In the next chapter, 
we will confidently declare: “Lord, 
everything—absolutely everything—
belongs to You!”

Are you ready to explore the unshak-
able foundation of your house of prayer?
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Chapter 27

Lord, Everything 
Belongs to You!

“For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”
Matthew 6:13

As we come to the foundations of our house of prayer, we are reminded 
of a life-changing truth: everything begins and ends with God.

When we started this journey, we noted that the doxology—“For 
yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory”—is not found in 
every ancient manuscript. Like the invisible foundations of a house, it 
might be overlooked by some. Yet it has always been essential, anchor-
ing the entire spiritual structure.

Even though this line is absent in some gospel manuscripts, the 
early church quickly adopted it in worship, as attested by the Didaché 
(first century). Like solid footings hidden beneath the ground, this 
doxology supports the full weight of our prayers—even when unseen.
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Let’s Pray Together

Heavenly Father,
As I stand on the foundation of my house of prayer, I declare:
Yours is the kingdom. Yours is the power. Yours is the glory. 

Forever and ever.
Every breath I breathe, every step I take, every prayer I whisper—it 

all belongs to You. Anchor my heart in this eternal reality.
Teach me to live today as I will live forever—joyfully surrendered 

to Your glory.
In the mighty name of Jesus, amen.

Where We Go from Here

Now that our house of prayer stands 
fully established—rooted in God’s 
kingdom, empowered by His Spirit, 
and crowned with His glory—we are 
ready for the final seal: the “amen.”

This last word is not merely a 
conclusion. It is heaven’s signature over 
your life.

Are you ready to declare it with boldness?
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Chapter 28

AMEN—the Seal 
of Our Prayer

“Amen.”
Matthew 6:13

This simple yet profound word concludes the Our Father, affirming 
that indeed the kingdom, the power, and the glory belong to God for-
ever. The word “amen” (ἀμήν in Greek, ָןֵמא in Hebrew) is much more 
than a polite closure to prayer—it is a declaration of unwavering faith 
and complete trust in God’s promises.

Throughout our journey through the spiritual house of the Lord’s 
Prayer, we have explored room after room, truth after truth, promise 
after promise. Now, with “amen,” we firmly anchor our entire prayer, 
sealing it with assurance and trust.

The Meaning of “Amen”

“Amen” comes from the Hebrew root ןמא (a-m-n), meaning “firm, 
reliable, and trustworthy.” It signifies truthfulness and certainty, 
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Where We Go from Here

As we seal this journey through the 
house of prayer with the mighty Amen 
of Jesus Himself, we now prepare for 
the greatest adventure: to live the 
Our Father prayer in every breath, 
every step, and every moment.

Our next step is not just about 
praying words—it’s about carrying God’s 
presence into every aspect of life.

Before we move forward, let me share with you a real-life story—
one that perfectly captures the transforming power of prayer when 
heaven truly meets earth.
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Chapter 29

A Practical Guide 
for Daily Prayer

Throughout this journey, you’ve walked through the rich, life-giving 
rooms of your spiritual house of prayer, stepping through each phrase 
of the Our Father.

But how can you now live out these truths in your daily rhythm?
Here is a simple, flexible guide to help you inhabit the Lord’s 

Prayer daily—making it a continual source of life, connection, and 
transformation.

Reminder: The Ten Parts of the Our Father House

Before diving into the methods, let’s remember the structure of your 
spiritual house:

•	 “Our Father in heaven”—the roof
•	 “Hallowed be your name”—room 1 upstairs
•	 “Your kingdom come”—room 2 upstairs
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Where We Go from Here

You’ve walked through every room of the 
house of prayer. You’ve breathed its air, 
climbed its stairs, stood in its glory. 
Prayer is not only communication—it 
is communion. Not only asking—but 
becoming.

You are now the house where the 
Father dwells, the Son is honored, and the 
Spirit moves.

But this journey isn’t over. The Lord’s Prayer was never meant to 
stay in the quiet corners of devotion. It’s meant to overflow. Into your 
relationships, your work, your creativity, your compassion.

You are now a carrier of God’s presence. A living house of prayer.
And now, let’s take one final step together—toward becoming 

that house of prayer in the world, every day, in every way.
Let’s turn the page.
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Let’s Pray Together

Heavenly Father,
As I close this journey through the 

Lord’s Prayer, I open a new chapter of 
life—walking with You daily, carrying 
Your presence into every moment.

Make my life a vibrant house of 
prayer: a place where Your name is hon-
ored, where Your kingdom advances, where 
Your will is embraced with joy.

Feed me daily with Your living bread. Forgive me, and help me 
forgive. Strengthen me against temptation. Deliver me from every evil.

Today, I dedicate myself again to You. Let my every thought, word, 
and action reflect Your kingdom, Your power, and Your glory—now 
and forever.

In Jesus’ faithful, victorious name—our eternal Amen—I pray, 
amen.
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