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Take a look inside the world’s 
bestselling annual commentary!

This year, we’re focused on the essential story 
that believers are to internalize and share: the 
gospel! You’ll follow the tribes of Israel into the 
promised land, consider God’s divine power 
to believers, study Jesus as the Messiah, and 
rejoice with the apostle Paul.

Whether you’re looking for curriculum for 
adult Bible study classes, material to enhance 
discipleship groups, or quality commentary 
for sermon preparation, the Standard Lesson 
Commentary is the resource for you!

Verse-by-Verse Commentary

Trusted for over 60 years, this verse-by-verse commentary will lead you step-
by-step through an in-depth study of Scripture. Following the International 
Sunday School Lessons (ISSL)/Uniform Series, Standard Lesson explores new 
topics every year. Flexible learning-style options apply to small groups, large 
groups, Sunday school classes, and more!
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Deepen your understanding of Scripture in 2026–2027
with “We Have a Story to Tell”:

• �Generations: From Canaan to Jerusalem—Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel 
This quarter looks at ancient Israel’s entry into the promised land. Follow Joshua’s leadership 
as the Israelites enter Canaan, consider Israel’s propensity to ignore God through the era of the 
Judges, and examine Samuel’s pivotal role as he sets the stage for King David’s glorious reign.

• �Power to the People—1 & 2 Peter, 1–3 John, Jude 
This quarter focuses on powerful living for a powerless people. These letters address the 
scattered and persecuted church of the first century AD, defending the way of Christ by 
advising readers to live holy lives.

• �Written That You Might Believe—John 
This quarter focuses on the Gospel of John. John uses rich imagery and metaphors to testify 
to the truth of who Jesus is: the Son of God, the Messiah.

• �Just a Closer Walk—Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon 
This quarter covers the letters commonly known as the “Prison Epistles.” Explore alongside 
the apostle Paul how believers are to interact with one another and the world in Christlike 
ways. Paul calls believers to a life of joyful camaradarie, steadiness in hope, and contentment 
in God’s provision.
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Enhance Personal, Group, or Pastoral Studies

Designed for all types of Bible study, our bestselling annual commentary  
provides 52 weeks of study in a single volume. Every lesson includes:

• �Printed Scripture text in either KJV or NIV®
• �Verse-by-verse commentary for explanation and interpretation
• �Discussion questions to spark conversation and reflection
• �Verbal illustrations that connect lesson themes with modern life
• �Learning activities that encourage life application
• �Suggested daily Bible readings featured in This Quarter in the Word

Experience the Bible Like 
Never Before

Take your Bible study to the next 
level with the Standard Lesson Commentary® 
Deluxe Edition. With reproducible, perforated 
activity pages, 52 weeks of in-depth study in a 
single volume, large-print text (14-point font), a 
pronunciation guide for difficult Bible words, and 
digital commentary access via Logos Bible Software®, 
you’ll be equipped for quality study every week.
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Available in a Variety of Formats

NIV® Standard Lesson Commentary  
2026–2027

Regular Print • 978-0-8307-9125-5
Large Print • 978-0-8307-9128-6
Deluxe • 978-0-8307-9127-9
Digital eBook • 978-0-8307-9126-2

KJV Standard Lesson Commentary  
2026–2027

Regular Print • 978-0-8307-9121-7
Large Print • 978-0-8307-9124-8
Deluxe • 978-0-8307-9123-1
Digital eBook • 978-0-8307-9122-4

Standard Lesson Quarterly  
Bible Teacher
Experience the full content of Standard  
Lesson Commentary in a convenient,  
quarterly format. 

Available in NIV® or KJV.
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WHICH VERSION IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

Use the unique code for Logos Bible Software® in each Deluxe Commentary 
to access the eCommentary and a library of digital resources.

REGULAR LARGE 
PRINT DELUXE

Verse-by-verse commentary explains  
the Scripture

Study plan following the ISSL/Uniform Series 
(International Sunday School Lessons)

Contextualized literary and historical 
introductions

Introductory articles featuring quarterly themes, 
historical backgrounds, and teaching tips

Pronunciation guide for difficult words

Printed Scripture texts from the  
King James Version or New International Version

A review quiz for each quarter

Font size (font example) 10 point 14 
point

14 
point

PowerPoint® and Google Slides™ presentations Additional purchase

Downloadable, full-color visual resources 
(posters, maps, etc.)

Additional purchase

Printed activity pages Available at
StandardLesson.com

Unlock Study Tools

Online and downloadable eCommentary access

Whole-Bible commentaries

Bible dictionaries

Greek and Hebrew lexicons

Dozens of Bible translations

Exclusive Digital Content on Faithlife’s
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NIV® Sample Lesson

Prepare your 
heart and mind 
for study with 
a devotional 
reading and 
applicable 

context

Focus your
study on the

lesson’s main
point

This annual commentary is also 
available as a quarterly resource. 
Learn more at StandardLesson.com.
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Understand 
historical 

and literary 
backgrounds
of the lesson

A clear
overview

provides a
road map

through the
lesson

Lessons 
begin by 
relating 

Scripture to
modern life
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Verse-by- 
verse

commentary
enriches  

study with
interpretation 

and
explanation 
of Scripture
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Verbal
illustrations

connect
Scripture to
modern life

Discussion
questions

prompt
critical

thinking and
group

participation

Pronounce
difficult  
names

and words  
with

confidence
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Engage your  
class

with full-color
visuals  

available
in Adult

Resources
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In-line  
printed  
verses  

help you 
follow the 

commentary
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Emphasize
the main

points of the
lesson

An easy- 
to-recall 
summary 

reinforces  
the main  

theme
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Engage 
students

with  
suggested 
activities

Resources for Students
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Resources for Students

Standard Lesson Quarterly
Bible Student Books
Further engage adult students in their study through Scripture  
exposition, activities, and feature articles that enhance 
understanding. Each lesson is designed with:
• Printed Scripture text
• Condensed commentary from the Bible Teacher book
• Learning activities
• �A daily Bible reading plan 
Available in NIV® or KJV, in regular or large print (one per student).

Standard Lesson Resources 
Devotions®

Encourage reflection on each week’s theme during personal 
quiet times. Each day’s devotion includes a:
• Suggested daily Bible reading
• Scripture passage to memorize
• Song suggestion to inspire praise and worship
• Thought-provoking meditation
• �Prayer prompt to focus the heart and mind on God
Available in regular and large print (one per student).

Power for Living® Take-Home
Connect students of God’s truth to compelling stories of faith;  
articles on unique ministries, world missions, and spiritual trends; and 
reflections on key faith concepts, social concerns, prayer, and more. 
This 13-week resource is for personal growth or to share with  
others as a weekly handout, church bulletin insert, or an evangelism 
ministry resource (one per student).
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In the World
This online bonus leader content provides free teaching  
extras that align with each week’s lesson:
• �Additional teaching point that connects with the news  

and current events
• �Links to contemporary and traditional Spotify® playlists, with song selections  

that follow lesson themes
• �Links to relevant commentary, video or audio content, and sermons to support  

lesson preparation

Activity Pages
Participation is key, and these activities make it easy.  
The pages are also printed in the Standard Lesson 
Commentary Deluxe Editions and available as a single, 
convenient download in the Adult Resources pack.

Weekly Teacher Tips 
Insights and ideas for effective teaching from the editors of Standard Lesson will help you 
present each lesson with variety and creativity.

Standard Lesson Monthly 
Every issue will enrich your study of Scripture. Subscribe to this 
information-packed newsletter—emailed each month—and receive:
• An overview of the lesson content for the upcoming month
• A Classroom Tips article to help you teach more effectively
• An introduction to a featured resource

Standard Lesson Resources®. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

Rahab Welcomes Spies 

 

Lesson 4, Joshua 2:8–13; 6:16–17, NIV 

Activity Page 454

What I Know, How I Learned

In the first column, list facts you know about God. Then, in the second column, write how you came to 

know each fact. Compare answers with a partner and list observations about similarities and differences in 

the “Let’s Compare” section below. 

Unexpected in God’s Great Hands

Fill in the first box according to your own experience; then write a prayer in the second box, asking God 

to use you in someone else’s life this coming week.

Let’s Compare: ________________________________________________________________________

The What

The How

• ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

•  ____________________________________________

• ____________________________________________

God moved in an unexpected way to work his 

will in my life when he used (person’s name  

or descriptor) to: 

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Dear Lord,

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Standard Lesson Resources®. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

Joshua Fights for God  Lesson 3, Joshua 11:6–9, 16–23, NIV 

Activity Page 453

Questions, I’ve Got Questions 
Read Joshua 11:6–9, 16–23 and mark the text as indicated. Then answer the questions. 

What does this Scripture text teach us about the Lord? About Joshua and the Israelites? About the land? 

What questions do you have about the text after completing this activity? 

6 The Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of 
them, because by this time tomorrow I will hand all 
of them, slain, over to Israel. You are to hamstring 
their horses and burn their chariots.”

7 So Joshua and his whole army came against them 
suddenly at the Waters of Merom and attacked them, 
8 and the Lord gave them into the hand of Israel. 
They defeated them and pursued them all the way to 
Greater Sidon, to Misrephoth Maim, and to the Val-
ley of Mizpah on the east, until no survivors were 
left. 9 Joshua did to them as the Lord had directed: 
He hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots.

16 So Joshua took this entire land: the hill country, 
all the Negev, the whole region of Goshen, the west-
ern foothills, the Arabah and the mountains of Israel 
with their foothills, 17 from Mount Halak, which rises 
toward Seir, to Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon 
below Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings 

and put them to death. 18 Joshua waged war against 
all these kings for a long time. 19 Except for the Hiv-
ites living in Gibeon, not one city made a treaty of 
peace with the Israelites, who took them all in bat-
tle. 20 For it was the Lord himself who hardened their 
hearts to wage war against Israel, so that he might 
destroy them totally, exterminating them without 
mercy, as the Lord had commanded Moses.

21 At that time Joshua went and destroyed the 
Anakites from the hill country: from Hebron, Debir 
and Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, and 
from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua totally 
destroyed them and their towns. 22 No Anakites were 
left in Israelite territory; only in Gaza, Gath and Ash-
dod did any survive.

23 So Joshua took the entire land, just as the Lord 
had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance 
to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the 
land had rest from war.

1. Draw a square around every command given by the Lord. 
2. Place an asterisk next to every action taken by Joshua and the Israelites.
3. Underline every location mentioned in the text.
4. Add an exclamation point next to any verse that you find challenging. 
5. Place a question mark next to any verse you want to research further. 

Standard Lesson Resources®. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

Israel Remembers God’s Deeds 
 

Lesson 2, Joshua 4:14–24, NIV 

Activity Page 452

Responding to FaithfulnessRead each of the following accounts. Summarize how God displayed faithfulness and how humans 

responded. 

Great Is Thy FaithfulnessRead the lyrics of the hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” Circle the words you find to be the most  

significant. Draw a star next to the phrases that reflect your own experiences. 

What do these examples teach you about God’s faithfulness today?

“Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”Morning by morning new mercies I see;All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—

“Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witnessTo Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

God’s Faithfulness
Human Response

1. Genesis 12:1–9; 15:1–21
2. Genesis 6:9–8:21

3. Exodus 13:17–14:31
4. Joshua 3:1–4:24

5. John 11

In one sentence, summarize how God has been faithful to you: _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Standard Lesson Resources®. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

Joshua Leads Courageously 

 

Lesson 1, Joshua 1:1–11, NIV 

Activity Page 451

Crossing Into  
PromiseRead Joshua 1:1–11 and  

complete the crossword puzzle as  

a closed-book reading comprehension test. 

After completion, work with a partner to 

review your answers. 

Spelling Out Courage
Work with a partner to complete the following chart. In the first column, write a word or phrase that 

describes an aspect of courage. (Each entry should begin with one of the letters in the word courage, one word 

or phrase per letter.) In the second column, write a specific action you can take this week to demonstrate that 

aspect of courage. 

ACROSS2.  Joshua 1 begins with the death of __________ .

4.  Joshua is commanded to meditate on this day and night.

6.  The Lord commands Joshua and the Israelites to cross this river.

7.  The Israelites cross the river this many days later.

DOWN1.  Joshua was the “_________ of Nun.”

3.  The Lord commanded Joshua, “Be __________________ and of a good courage.”

5.  The Lord said, “I will never leave you, nor _________________ you.”

Aspects of courage

How I can demonstrate this aspect of courage

C
O

U
R

A
G

E

SIGN UP TODAY
Go to StandardLesson.com

and choose SUBSCRIBE

Free Teacher Extras

All Available at StandardLesson.com
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Standard Lesson Resources 
Adult Resources
Engage participants with a variety  
of presentation tools that make  
every lesson more accessible.

• �12 full-color, printed posters  
(featuring a map or chart each  
quarter)

• �Digital files for all 12 posters

• �A downloadable PowerPoint® and  
Google Slides™ presentation for  
each lesson

• �A downloadable student activity  
page for each lesson (available in  
KJV or NIV®)

Free Teacher Extras Teaching Essentials

Standard Lesson Resources®. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

An Unlikely Deliverer 

 

Lesson 7, Judges 3:15–23, 30, KJV 

Activity Page 457

Oppressors and Deliverers 

Choose one fictional story from the list below (or another one you prefer).  

Answer the questions in relation to your choice. 

Before And After

Read Judges 3:12–14 and 3:15a, 30. Compare these texts by answering the questions below. 

1. Who is the villain or oppressor? 

 
2. What evil did they do, and to whom? 

 
3. Who is the hero or deliverer? 

 
4. How did the hero defeat the oppressor? 

 
5.  After the hero defeated the oppressor, what things changed?

STORIES: 

Macbeth

The Lion King 

The Lion, the Witch  

and the Wardrobe

Sleeping Beauty

Star Wars 

The Manchurian 

Candidate

The Wizard of Oz

The Princess Bride

Other _________

Judges 3:12–14

1.  What did the children of Israel do?  

_______________________________________

2.  How did the Lord respond to them? 

_______________________________________

3.  How did this impact the power of Moab? 

_______________________________________

 4.  How long did this oppression last? 

______________________________________

Judges 3:15a, 30

1.  What did the children of Israel do? 

_______________________________________

2.  How did the Lord respond to them? 

_______________________________________

3.  How did this impact the power of Moab? 

_______________________________________

4.  How long did this rest last? 

_______________________________________

Standard Lesson Resources®. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

A Faithless Generation  
Lesson 6, Judges 2:6–15, KJV 

Activity Page 456

How Not to Forget 
Look up the passages listed below. Briefly describe what God told His people to practice and remember in each one. 

Practice Remember
1. Exodus 12:12–20, 24–27 __________________________________ __________________________________2. Exodus 13:11–22

__________________________________ __________________________________3. Leviticus 23:39–43 __________________________________ __________________________________4. Numbers 15:37–41 __________________________________ __________________________________5. Deuteronomy 6:4–8 __________________________________ __________________________________6. Deuteronomy 16:9–12 __________________________________ __________________________________7. Joshua 4:1–9
__________________________________ __________________________________According to Judges 2:10, a generation grew up “which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.” How and why do you think this happened, given all the miraculous signs and wonders that were seen by the prior generations? 

Personal Commitment 
Use the following phrases as prompt. Complete each sentence to create a personal statement of faith and commitment to the Lord.

I believe God is  _________________________________________________________________________
I believe that Jesus   ______________________________________________________________________
I believe in the power of the Holy Spirit to  ___________________________________________________
I believe the Holy Scriptures are useful for  ___________________________________________________
I have seen the _____________ of the Lord in my life through the ways He ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Because I believe all these things are true, I am committed to ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Standard Lesson Resources®. Permission is granted to reproduce this page for ministry purposes only—not for resale.

A Renewed Covenant 
 

Lesson 5, Joshua 24:18–27, KJV 

Activity Page 455

Can I Get a Witness?List one or two phrases for each of the four prompts below. Then share your answers with a partner.

My Stone, My CommitmentJoshua set up a large stone as 
a memorial of Israel’s covenant 
with God. On the “stone” to the right, write about a commit-

ment you are making or have 
made to God. Post this “stone” 
in a place where you will see it 
frequently. 

Legal Ceremonies I’ve Witnessed:
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________

Funny Situations I’ve Witnessed:
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________

Accidents or Emergencies I’ve Witnessed:
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________

Amazing Transformations I’ve Witnessed:
________________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________

________________________________________

My Commitment: _______________________

______________________________________
What this commitment means or will look like: 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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Standard Bible Atlas
Visualize the events in Scripture! The Standard Bible Atlas 
features 46 colorful maps and charts designed to enhance 
your understanding of ancient people, people groups in the 
Bible, and the chronology of biblical history.

Standard Bible Dictionary
Enrich your study and appreciation of Scripture!  
The Standard Bible Dictionary features over 2,000 words 
commonly encountered in Bible study. Each definition 
is concise but thorough. Increase your confidence in 
pronouncing biblical names and places with the “How to 
Say It” feature.

The Pocket Pronunciation Guide
Every Bible teacher knows the feeling of reading a Scripture 
passage aloud and getting to a hard-to-pronounce word.  
Utilize this compact guide to confidently read and speak  
over 1,200 commonly mispronounced Bible words.

Bible Reference Tools Bible Knowledge Course
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The Training for Service Leader 
Guide features:

• Full text of the Student Guide
• Step-by-step lesson plans
• �Class activities and reproducible worksheets for 

lesson use
• �Reproducible final exam and course completion 

certificate

The Training for Service Student 
Guide features:

• 26 lessons that survey the Bible
• Questions at the end of each lesson
• Pronunciation guide, maps, charts, and diagrams

Find FREE digital reproducible resources at 
TrainingForService.com.

Use the Training for Service Bible survey course to certify students for positions 
of Christian service. Appropriate for group or self-directed study, this resource 
will equip Sunday school teachers, small group facilitators, and other key 
ministry leaders.

Bible Reference Tools Bible Knowledge Course
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HOW TO
ORDER

	 Call 	 800.323.7543

	E-mail	 customercare@davidccook.org

	 Visit	 StandardLesson.com

	 Mail	 David C Cook / Attn: Customer Service
		  4050 Lee Vance Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80918


