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This year, we're focused on the essential story
that believers are to internalize and share: the
gospel! You'll follow the tribes of Israel into the
promised land, consider God’s divine power

to believers, study Jesus as the Messiah, and
rejoice with the apostle Paul.

Whether you're looking for curriculum for
adult Bible study classes, material to enhance

discipleship groups, or quality commentary
for sermon preparation, the Standard Lesson
Commentary is the resource for you!

Trusted for over 60 years, this verse-by-verse commentary will lead you step-
by-step through an in-depth study of Scripture. Following the International
Sunday School Lessons (ISSL)/Uniform Series, Standard Lesson explores new
topics every year. Flexible learning-style options apply to small groups, large
groups, Sunday school classes, and more!
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Deepen your understanding of Scripture in 2026-2027
with “We Have a Story to Tell":

* Generations: From Canaan to Jerusalem—Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel
This quarter looks at ancient Israel’s entry into the promised land. Follow Joshua’s leadership
as the Israelites enter Canaan, consider Israel’s propensity to ignore God through the era of the
Judges, and examine Samuel’s pivotal role as he sets the stage for King David’s glorious reign.

* Power to the People—1 & 2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude
This quarter focuses on powerful living for a powerless people. These letters address the
scattered and persecuted church of the first century AD, defending the way of Christ by
advising readers to live holy lives.

* Written That You Might Believe—John
This quarter focuses on the Gospel of John. John uses rich imagery and metaphors to testify
to the truth of who Jesus is: the Son of God, the Messiah.

* Just a Closer Walk—Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon
This quarter covers the letters commonly known as the “Prison Epistles.” Explore alongside
the apostle Paul how believers are to interact with one another and the world in Christlike
ways. Paul calls believers to a life of joyful camaradarie, steadiness in hope, and contentment
in God’s provision.
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Designed for all types of Bible study, our bestselling annual commentary
provides 52 weeks of study in a single volume. Every lesson includes:

e Printed Scripture text in either KJV or NIV®

* Verse-by-verse commentary for explanation and interpretation

* Discussion questions to spark conversation and reflection

* Verbal illustrations that connect lesson themes with modern life

* Learning activities that encourage life application

* Suggested daily Bible readings featured in This Quarter in the Word

Experience the Bible Like
Never Before

Take your Bible study to the next

level with the Standard Lesson Commentary®
Deluxe Edition. With reproducible, perforated
activity pages, 52 weeks of in-depth study in a
single volume, large-print text (14-point font), a
pronunciation guide for difficult Bible words, and
digital commentary access via Logos Bible Software®,
you'll be equipped for quality study every week.
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Bible Teacher

Experience the full content of Standard
Lesson Commentary in a convenient,
quarterly format.
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WHICH VERSION IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

Standard LESSON
COMMENTARY

Verse-by-verse commentary explains
the Scripture

Study plan following the ISSL/Uniform Series
(International Sunday School Lessons)

Contextualized literary and historical
introductions

Introductory articles featuring quarterly themes,
historical backgrounds, and teaching tips

Pronunciation guide for difficult words

Printed Scripture texts from the
King James Version or New International Version

A review quiz for each quarter
Font size (font example)

PowerPoint® and Google Slides™ presentations

Downloadable, full-color visual resources
(posters, maps, etc.)

Printed activity pages

Unlock Study Tools

Online and downloadable eCommentary access
Whole-Bible commentaries

Bible dictionaries
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Dozens of Bible translations
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This annual commentary is also
available as a quarterly resource.
Learn more at StandardLesson.com.

Prepare your o
heart and mind [
for study with

a devotional

reading and

applicable
context

Devotional Reading: Psalm 113
Background Scripture: Genesis 1:1-3; John 1:1-18

John 1:1-14

! In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
? He was with God in the beginning. * Through
him all things were made; without him noth-
ing was made that has been made.  In him
was life, and that life was the light of all man-
kind. ° The light shines in the darkness, and

the darkness has not overcome it.

% There was a man sent from God whose
name was John.” He came as a witness to tes-
tify concerning that light, so that through
him all might believe. * He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light.

? The true light that gives light to every-
one was coming into the world. '° He was in
the world, and though the world was made

through him, the world did not recognize him.
" He came to that which was his own, but his SRS T B
own did not receive him. '* Yet to all who did . et e
receive him, to those who believed in his name, ] :
he gave the right to become children of God— l:

dr

13 children born not of natural descent, nor of

human decision or a husband’s will, but born
of God.

" The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the i (5
glory of the one and only Son, who came from RN
the Father, full of grace and truth. AN '

Focus your
study on the
| lesson’s main

Key Text
In the begi}mz'ﬂg was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. —John 1:1
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Written That
You Might Believe

Unit 1: Jesus, the Christ
Lessons 1-4

Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each learner
will be able to:

1. Identify the metaphors used in the lesson text
to describe Jesus.

2. Compare John 1:1-5 with Genesis 1:1-3.

3. Make a plan to testify to the transforming
effects of the light of Jesus.

Lesson Outline

Introduction
A. Light That Lasts
B. Lesson Context
. The Word (John 1:1-5)
A. In the Beginning (vv. 1-3)
B. The Source of Life (vv. 4-5)
. The Witness (John 1:6-8)
A. Sent from God (v. 6)
B. Testifying to the Light (vv. 7-8)
Carrying the Message
. The World (John 1:9-14)
A. Light and Darkness (vv. 9-11)
B. Belief and Birth (vv. 12-13)
C. Flesh and Glory (v. 14)
More than Words
Conclusion
A. Witnesses to the Ever-Present God
B. Prayer
C. Thought to Remember

A clear
overview
provides a
road map
| through the
lesson
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Introduction
A. Light That Lasts

When I was in E]ementary school, my class
went on a field trip to a cave system. We were there
to experience what it was like to mine for gold.
Flashlights in hand, we ventured deep inside a
vast cave. Immersed in cavernous earth, our guide
asked us to turn off our flashlights. The result was
a complete and overwhelming darkness; I could
not even see my hand in front of my face! After
what felt like an eternity, the guide lit a small can-
dle, and it instantly illuminated the space. We
could see each other and the cave walls again.

Bur that candle’s glow was temporary; once it
burned out, darkness returned. In contrast, the
opening of John’s Gospel describes a light that
will never burn out—the true light that has always
been and always will be.

B. Lesson Context

The Gospel of John is the Fourth Gospel in both
canonical order and, likely, in the order of compo-
sition. Commentators suggest that it was written
toward the end of the first century AD, after the
destruction of the Jerusalem temple. Although the
author of this Gospel is unnamed, it is traditionally
attributed to the apostle John, son of Zebedee. To
avoid confusion with other individuals named John
(see commentary on John 1:10, below), we will refer
to the author of this Gospel as “John the Evangelist.”

Because the Gospel of John was likely written
last, the author would have been familiar with the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. These three
are known as the “Synoptic Gospels” because they
share similar perspectives in recounting the person
and work of Jesus. However, John’s Gospel stands
out as unique; John the Evangelist chooses to give
new information from his wealth of eyewitness
recollections (see John 21:24-25). About 90 per-
cent of the content in John’s Gospel is not found
in the other three. This statistic does not suggest
that John sought to avoid the accounts in the
other Gospels. Instead, he likely recognized his
original audience’s familiarity with those accounts
and aimed to offer a different perspective on the
life and ministry of Jesus.

Light of Life
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John writes with a unique and creative perspec-
tive on Jesus’ life and ministry. For example, John
emphasizes the metaphorical and symbolic lan-
guage present in Jesus’ teaching (John 4:13-14;
6:35-65; 8:12; 10:1-16; 15:1-10; erc.).

The beginning of John’s Gospel is unlike that
of the Synoptic Gospels. Matthew begins with a
genealogy and the birth narrative of Jesus (Mat-
thew 1:1-24), Luke begins with two birth narra-
tives (Luke 1:1-2:21), and Mark skips straight to
Jesus” adult ministry (Mark 1:1-20). But the intro-
duction to John’s Gospel, its opening passage (or
prologue), sets the stage for the Gospel’s depiction
of Jesus as the Word of God who invites us to know

God and God’s work better.

I. The Word
(John 1:1-5)
A. In the Beginning (vv. 1-3)

1a. In the beginning was the Word,

John the Evangelist begins by signaling to read-
ers that the Old Testament will play a prominent
role in his Gospcl. The phrasc in the 5fg£?mi?zg
recalls Genesis 1:1. Although the Gospel writer
does not say he is quoting that verse, there is little
doubt he is pointing us in that direction.

John the Evangelist reflects the philosophical
and rhetorical concepts common to his time by
referencing the Word. Specifically, his use of the
uncler]ying Greek term—&'ogas, from which we get
the Englis]‘l word logic—rcﬂccts the ways ancient
peop]e tried to understand the world. Pagan philos-
op]‘lers use the term to cxp]ain how their gocls com-
municate with the cosmos and the created order.
The concept is an attempt to make sense of the ani-
mating forces at work in the world. Ancient Jewish
writers employ the term to describe divine reason,
often linking it to notions of God’s wisdom.

However, John challenges these expectations
by applying the concept of “the Word™ to the one,
true, eternal God of Israel. This God is the one
through whom all creation came into being. The
Word was already in existence at the beginning and
possesses an eternal nature, Elsewhere, the New
Testament confirms the concept of the everlasting
God who existed before creation (Hebrews 1:10).

Lesson 1 (NIV)

1b. and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

In the underlying Greek text, the word trans-
lated as God does not have a definite article attached
to it (example: “the”). This fact has led some non-
Christians to suggest that #he Word is merely 2 god.
However, in Greek, definite nouns do not always
require a definite article. The sentence structure and
the location of the verb was in the original language
help us understand that the Word is not a random
pagan god. Instead, the Word is divine and of the
same essence as the true God; the Word is God
(John 10:30; compare Matthew 3:17).

2. He was with God in the beginning.

John again describes the eternal nature of the
Word (compare John 1:1a, above). The nature that
characterizes God the Father has also character-
ized the Word since the 5egz’nning.

3. 'Ihmugl'l him all things were made; with-
out him nothing was made that has been made.

The Word is uncreated and eternal in his being,
yet he is both creative and personal in his work.
God created by speaking his word (Genesis 1:1-31;
compare Psalm 33:6). Therefore, the Word has a
distinct role in creation. The Word is eterna lly coex-
istent with God the Father, and #rough the Word,
all rfaz'ngs come into existence (1 Corinthians 8:6;
Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:2-3). John’s pur-
puscful use of creation imagery identifies the Word
as being not only present at the inception of the
world, but also integra] to its process.

What Do You Think?
What significance is it to you that Christ
is "the Word"?

Digging Deeper
What steps can you take this week to

worship Christ Jesus as Creator?

B. The Source of Life (vv. 4-5)

4. In him was life, and that life was the light
of all mankind.

Because the Word is the source of /ife, nothing is
sustained apart from him. All life is 7z him through
the power of God the Father (John 5:21, 26).

Metaphorical language appears throughour this
Gospel (see Lesson Context). Here, John introduces
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a second metaphor: light. In the Genesis account,
light was brought into existence through the word
of God on the first day (Genesis 1:3-5). Just as phys-
ical light is essential for physical life, so is spiritual
light necessary for spiritual life. The Word of God
brings spiritual light and life into the world (com-
pare Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 6:23; 1 John 5:11-12).

5. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

Darkness not only signifies the absence of phys-
ical light, but it also refers to a state character-
ized by a lack of wisdom (Ecclesiastes 2:13-14),
the rejection of God (2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephe-
sians 4:18), or the pursuit of sin (Matthew 6:23;
John 3:19-20). These various forms of darkness
can occur Simultancously.

Nevertheless, the brilliance of this ;’:gbr cannot
be Permal‘lently OvEercome. ND matter hOW gncat
the darkness may be, the light of the Word tri-
].lmPhS Oover lt 50 t]'lﬂ.t thc darkﬂcss can not over-
come it (compare Isaiah 9:2). As the light dispels
darkness, the darkness is incapablc of understand-
ing the extent and power of the light.

What Do You Think?
What areas of a believer’s life often need
the light of Christ to shine most clearly?
Digging Deeper
How does spiritual darkness harm
relationships among believers (see
1 John 2:7-11; 5:10)?

Il. The Witness
(John 1:6-8)
A. Sent from God (v. 6)

6. There was a man sent from God whose
name was John.

At this point, readers might expect John to
identify the Word. Instead, the Evangelist intro-
duces a significant figure—another man named
John. The name John is common in the first cen-
tury (compare Matthew 4:21; John 1:42; Acts
4:5-6; 12:12). This particular fohn is not the
apostle and evangelist who wrote this Gospel, but
rather the man commonly referred to as “John the
Baptist” (Matthew 3:1; Luke 7:20).

March 7
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The Old Testament describes how important
prophets were commissioned and sent from God for
specific purposes (Exodus 3:15; Isaiah 6:8; Malachi
3:1; 4:5; etc.). John the Baptist is the latest in this
long line. He came prior to the incarnate Word of
God to prepare people’s hearts to receive the mes-
sage (Luke 1:13-17; compare Matthew 11:7-10).

B. Testifying to the Light (vv. 7-8)

7. He came as a witness to testify concerning
that light, so that through him all might believe.

John the Baptist is not zhar light, the ulti-
mate manifestation of God that is Jesus (see John
1:15-18). Instead, John has been commissioned
by God as @ witness to the true light (see 1:19-34).
John’s witness draws many people from the regions
around the Jordan River. They come, confess their
sins, and embrace the baptism of repentance (Mat-
thew 3:5-6). Several of Jesus’ disciples were origi-
nally disciples of this John (John 1:35-42).

The Synoptic Gospels introduce this man as
“John the Baptist” (Matthew 3:1; Luke 1:13; Mark
1:4). However, the Gospel of John chooses a dif-
ferent descriptor. As we consider this man’s min-
istry, it may be more appropriate to refer to him as
“John the Witness.” His call was to bear witness
to Jesus, the Iight, so that al/ pcclp]e mrgﬁr believe
(compare John 1:19-34).

Carrying the Message
The 2019 film 1917 takes place during World

War I and follows the dangerous journey of two
young British soldiers, William Schofield and Tom
Blake. The two are tasked with an urgent mission to
deliver a warning to the front lines before an entire
British regiment walks into a cleadly ambush.

The film highlights the extraordinary mea-
sures the two soldiers take to deliver their message.
Their journey exposes them to every condition
imaginable, including graveyards, rivers, and

How to Say It

Gentiles

logos (Greek)
Synoptic
transfiguration

Jen-tiles

law-goss

Sih-nawp-tihk
trans-fig-yuh-rey-shuhn

Light of Life
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enemy trenches filled with dead bodies. The pair
carries a weighty responsibility—Ilives are at stake.

Nearly two thousand years earlier, another
messenger was sent on an even greater mission.
God sent John the Baptist to proclaim the com-
ing Messiah. What an extraordinary responsibil-
ity! John delivered this message with boldness
and faithfulness, even at high personal cost (see
Mark 6:14-29).

You may not be asked to cross battlefields or face
beheading, but you are entrusted with a message of
hope, a message that carries the responsibility of

life or death. How will you carry the good news of
Jesus to those who need to hear it? —NV

8. He himself was not the light; he came only
as a witness to the light.

Some in the first century considered John the
Baptist to be the promised Messiah (Luke 3:15;
compare John 3:28; Acts 13:25). However, John
is not the pmmised ligbr of the world. Instead, he
is “a lamp that burned and gave light” to illumi-
nate the identity and ministry of the true Iight

(John 5:35).

What Do You Think?
How have family, friends, mentors, or
church leaders borne witness to the
light that is Christ?

Digging Deeper
What steps can you take to bear wit-
ness to this light among your neighbors,
coworkers, or friends?

lll. The World
(John 1:9-14)
A. Light and Darkness (vv. 9-11)

9. The true light that gives light to everyone
was coming into the world.

The ministry of John the Baptist is preparatory,
readying people to receive the true light. In this
verse, John the Evangelist weaves together two sig-
nificant themes from his Gospel: truth and light.
Truth is a fundamental characteristic of God, and
all truth comes from him (see John 3:33). A cen-
tral aspect of John’s portrayal of Jesus is that his

Lesson 1 (NIV)

In the beginning was the Word.
—John 1:1
Engage your
class
with full-color

visuals

available
in Adult

Resources

Visual for Lesson 1. Display this visual as you lead
the class through a discussion on the significance
of the title "the Word."

life and message are a revelation of truth and that
this truth has the power to give freedom (8:32).

The true light has entered #he world and shines
upon everyone. Every individual has or will expe-
rience the light’s illumination, but this does not
mean that everyone will acknowledge or believe
in that light. Only those who receive God’s grace
through faith in Christ Jesus will live in the light
of his salvation (John 12:46; compare 8:12).

10. He was in the world, and though the
world was made through him, the world did
not recognize him.

In John’s Gospel, the term world can refer
broadly to the entire physical Earth (John 21:25)
and, more speciﬁcally, to human hostility and
rebellion against God and his Son (7:7; 15:18-19;
17:14). Either possibility could be in view here.

John presents a tragic reality. Jesus Christ, as
the true light and Word, is deep]y and person-
ally involved in the world; all creation is made
and sustained through him (Hebrews 1:2-3; com-
pare Colossians 1:16). Despite his involvement,
many people do not recognize him and continue
to reject him., AT

11. He came to that which was his own, but RN GE
his own did not receive him. N

The true light, the Word of God, came into
the world, first appearing to Ais own people. This
phrase can be interpreted in two ways. The first
interpretation is broad: since the Word created the
world, all humanity is considered “his own.”

March 7
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The second interpretation is more speciﬁc.
The Word of God became incarnate in Jesus, a
Jewish baby born in Bethlehem (see Luke 2:1-21).
Therefore, he came to the children of Israel as “his
own” people—the Messiah promised in Hebrew
Scripture and tradition (see Micah 5:2; etc.).

Regardless of interpretation, these people have
mixed reactions and struggle to believe (John
3:32; 6:64-65; 9:30-34, 39-41). Therefore,
we should be careful, avoiding the implication
that Gentiles are better at accepting Jesus than
those of Jewish heritage. John’s mention of “the
world” (John 1:10, above) indicates that rejection
of Jesus is a universal problem (compare Romans

1:18-21).

B. Belief and Birth (vv. 12-13)

12. Yet to all who did receive him, to those
who believed in his name, he gave the rigl'lt to
become children of God—

In contrast to those who do not know or
receive the Word are the all who do receive Jesus
Christ. The phraSe believed in his name may sound
unusual for modern-day readers, as we typically
do not speak of faith as bei ng placecl in someone’s
name. However, in John’s time, putting faith in a
person’s name meant wholeheartedly trusting that
person. God grants believers the power to claim
the r:'gfy: to a new iclcrll:ity.

We come to know God the Father more clearly
by receiving his Son (see Matthew 10:40). As a
result, we experience adopl:ion and become his chil-
dren. This does not mean that we become gods
ourselves. Instead, John the Evangelist employs
familial imagery to illustrate the new relationship
we can have with our Creator. T]'lrough faith, we
gain a new family identity and become joint heirs
with Jesus (Romans 8:17).

What Do You Think?
How would you summarize what it
means to “receive” Jesus as the light?
Digging Deeper
In what areas of life is it most challeng-
ing to welcome Christ’s light, and what
steps will you take to receive him there?

= 238

13. children born not of natural descent,
nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but
born of God.

This new family identity occurs by virtue of
birth, but not a physical birth. How do we become
children of God? We must be spiritually born again
(John 3:3, 5-8). No physical reality—the narural
descent of a person’s ancestry, the power of human
decision, or human will—can result in this new
birth. Entrance into this family is solely the work
of God. Only through faith in “the word of truth”
can a person be born into the family (James 1:18;
compare 2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 Peter 1:23).

C. Flesh and Glory (v. 14)

14a. The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us.

John concludes the prologue by revisiting
the metaphor of Jesus as the Word (see John 1:1,
above). In the New Testament, the term flesh can
refer to a physical human body (examples: John
3:6; 1 Corinthians 15:39). However, the term can
also signify fallen human nature (examples: John
6:63; Galatians 5:17; 1 John 2:16). John’s usage of
the term here refers to the former sense.

In ways mysterious yet g]orious, the eternal
Word of God became human and entered his cre-
ation (see 1 John 4:2). This fact is the central com-
ponent of the incarnation, a doctrine stating that
in Jesus of Nazareth, the eternal, preexistent Word
of God took on human flesh, becoming both fu]]y
God and fully human. The details of the incarna-
tion are a mystery: the Word of God humbled him-
self to live among his creation (Philippians 2:6-8).
It is only by becoming human that the Son of God
could die for the sins of the world (Hebrews 2:14).

In the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the Word
of God lived as a resident in the created world.
The underlying Greek word translated dwelling
is derived from a term meaning “tent” or “tab-
ernacle.” John’s use of this word recalls God’s
presence—his dwelling place—in the tent of the
tabernacle in the camp of ancient Israel (Exo-
dus 40:34-38; compare Ezekiel 37:27). Through
the incarnation of Jesus, God has “tabernacled”
among us. Jesus is Immanuel, “God with us” (Mat-

thew 1:23).
Light of Life
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More than Words

When I was in elementary school, our class par-
ticipated in a pen pal program that connected stu-
dents of similar ages from different countries. At six
years old, I was paired with a girl who lived across the
Atlantic. Writing to her became one of the highlights
of my monthly routine. Each letter carried updates
about school, hobbies, family, and friends.

Nearly ten years later, our parents decided
to have us meet in person. As my parents and [
landed in her hometown, I felt a mix of excitement
and nervous energy. It felt surreal to meet some-
one I had only known through words on paper.
Yet, the initial awkwardness faded quickly, and we
were soon sharing stories and interacting as if we
hﬂd alwﬂys k.]'lOWn eﬂch Othcf FHCC-tO'FaCC. It was
a clelight to know her in the flesh!

For much of history, pcoplc came to know God
through the revelation of the Law and Prophets, or
through encounters with his self-disclosure (exam-
ple: Exodus 3:2—6). But in the incarnation of Jesus
of Nazareth, God revealed himself clearly through
a ]'l].l.man. HE tClClk on ﬂcsh and dwelt among us
(John 1:14). As a result, people experienced him
face-to-face. Do you know that God’s revelation in
Jesus is far more than words on a page? —NV

14b. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.

The author John includes himself among the we
WhD é’aﬂf SEER t]'le gi’ﬂ?y le thc incarnate Word OF
God. John, the apostle and evangelist, had been
among the closest of Jesus’ disciples who saw his
glory firsthand in the transfiguration (Matthew
17:1-8; Mark 9:2—13; Luke 9:28-36).

‘The glory observed by John is unlike the glory
that humans ascribe to each other. Instead, this
glory can only be ascribed to God the Father. The
incarnate Son can receive (and show) this because
he is the unique, one and only Son of God (see John
1:18; 1 John 4:9).

Through the incarnation, God’s grace was made
available to the world (Romans 3:21-24; Ephe-
sians 2:7-8). Furthermore, Jesus embodied God’s
truth (John 14:6), and therefore, that truth is
revealed to all who believe (8:31-32).

Lesson 1 (NIV)

What Do You Think?
How can believers live in ways that
reflect Christ's glory, grace, and truth
to others?

Digging Deeper
How do Ephesians 4:15 and 1 Peter

3:15-16 inform your answer?

Conclusion
A. Witnesses to the Ever-Present God

The darkness of our world is apparent. We
know and experience that ever-present darkness
thmugh broken re]ationships, spiritual warfare,
and physical suffering—to name a few. Some-
times, it can feel like the darkness has won. When
that darkness descends, God may seem far away,
disinterested in our experiences, questions, and
struggles.

However, God is not far! As John’s Gospel
announces, the true light that is Jesus Christ has
been revealed. This light is unlike the flame of a
candle—it cannot be extinguishcd and cannot be
overcome. As we walk in that light, by Fo]lowing
Christ and obeying him, we are filled with true
spiritual, eternal life (John 8:12). When we believe
in Jesus’ name, we become daughters and sons of
God. As part of this new family, we become like
John the Baptist: witnesses to the light.

B. Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending
your Son, Jesus Christ, into the world as the Word
and the light. Give us courage and wisdom to tes-
tify to your truth, grace, and glory. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember
Walk in the light.

VisualS ror THesE LEssons

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page
235) is a small reproduction of a large, full-color
poster included in the Adult Resources packet for
the Spring Quarter. Order ISBN 978-0-784-74013-2
from your supplier.
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Engage

Involvement Learning i

. N suggested
Enhance your lesson with NIV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity activities

page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Invite the class to brainstorm sources of light.
(Possible answers include: the sun, a light bulb, a
candle.) Record their responses on the board.

Next, have participants pair up and choose one
of the listed light sources. Distribute an index card
and a pen to each pair and ask them to list attri-
butes that describe their chosen source. After three
minutes, conclude and explain that their lists will
be used in the /nto Life section of the lesson.

Transition into Bible study by saying, “There are
many kinds of light, each with its own attributes.
In today’s study, we'll look at the one true light and
consider how that light illuminates darkness.”

Into the Word

Ask a volunteer to read John 1:1-5 aloud.
Divide the class into two groups: Word Group
and Light Group. Instruct the Word Group to
compare John 1:1-3 with Genesis 1:1-2, and the
Light Group to compare John 1:4-5 with Gen-
esis 1:3—4. Invite both groups to answer the fol-
lowing questions through in-group discussion:
1-What do these passages have in common? 2—-In
what ways are they different? 3-How does reading
them side by side deepen your understanding of
the person and work of Jesus? After allowing time
for discussion, ask a volunteer from each group to
share their group’s insights with the class.

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “Word
Maps” exercise from the activity page, which you
can download. Have participants work in pairs to
complete as indicated.

Ask a volunteer to read aloud John 1:6-13.
Rename the two groups as the John Group and
the Jesus Group. Instruct the John Group to
compare John 1:6—8 with John 1:19-23 to deter-
mine the true role of John the Baptist. Instruct the
Jesus Group to compare John 1:9-13 with John
8:12-19 to determine the obvious and unrecog-
nizable components of Jesus” identity and mission.

After bringing the groups together to share their
responses, ask, “Why might some people in the
first century have thought that John the Baptist
was the promised Messiah?”

Ask a volunteer to read John 1:12-14 aloud. Say,
“In these verses, we see two ways Jesus provides us
with a new family status.” Rename the two groups
as Family Group and Building Group. Instruct
the Family Group to compare John 1:12-14 with
Romans 8:14-17, noting all words or phrases that
indicate the family relationship that believers
have with God. Instruct the Building Group to
compare John 1:12-14 with Ephesians 2:19-22,
noting all words or phrases that indicate the con-
struction of the people of God. After bringing the
groups together to share responses, ask, “How do
we receive the power to become God’s children,
and what does this power entail?”

Into Life

Ask participants to regroup with their partners
from the Into the Lesson activity. Ask each pair to
share their responses from that activity with the
whole class. After pairs have shared, ask each partic-
ipant to choose one light source that represents, for
them, the transformative effects of the light of Jesus.

To guide discussion, ask the following questions:
1-In what ways did the light of Jesus illuminate
darkness? 2-How did you respond to this light?
3—How do you live differently because of this light?
Have partners take turns sharing their responses
and retelling how the light of Christ brought about
transformation. Conclude by challenging partici-
pants to think of one person with whom they can
share their story this week. To encourage engage-
ment, tell participants that you will begin the next
period by asking volunteers to share their experi-
ences of the transformative effects of Jesus’ light.

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “Transfor-
mative Light” exercise from the activity page. Have
participants work in pairs to complete as indicated.

240 » Light of Life
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Resources for Students

Standard Lesson Quarterly
Bible Student Books

Further engage adult students in their study through Scripture
exposition, activities, and feature articles that enhance
understanding. Each lesson is designed with:

e Printed Scripture text

* Condensed commentary from the Bible Teacher book

* Learning activities

* A daily Bible reading plan
Available in NIV® or K]V, in regular or large print (one per student).

Standard Lesson Resources

= ®
Devotions
Standard LESSON . ) .
RESOURCES ' Encourage reflection on each week’s theme during personal
B ohorions el ~ o Quiet times. Ea‘ch d-ays devo.tlon includes a:
== | ® Suggested daily Bible reading

g 7 . e Scripture passage to memorize
- - () . . . . .

) * Song suggestion to inspire praise and worship

POCKET EDITION

* Thought-provoking meditation
e Prayer prompt to focus the heart and mind on God

Available in regular and large print (one per student).

Power for Living” Take-Home

Connect students of God’s truth to compelling stories of faith;

articles on unique ministries, world missions, and spiritual trends; and
reflections on key faith concepts, social concerns, prayer, and more.
This 13-week resource is for personal growth or to share with

others as a weekly handout, church bulletin insert, or an evangelism
ministry resource (one per student).

StandardLesson.com




Free Teacher Extras

In the World ’N THE
This online bonus leader content provides free teaching -
extras that align with each week’s lesson: -

* Additional teaching point that connects with the news
and current events

e Links to contemporary and traditional Spotify® playlists, with song selections
that follow lesson themes

* Links to relevant commentary, video or audio content, and sermons to support
lesson preparation

Activity Pages

Participation is key, and these activities make it easy.
The pages are also printed in the Standard Lesson
Commentary Deluxe Editions and available as a single,
convenient download in the Adult Resources pack.

Weekly Teacher Tips

Insights and ideas for effective teaching from the editors of Standard Lesson will help you
present each lesson with variety and creativity.

Ole a0 Standard Lesson Monthly

S

..":rﬁ %1"3' Every issue will enrich your study of Scripture. Subscribe to this
i':,a,f..,.. - information-packed newsletter—emailed each month—and receive:
(=] et e An overview of the lesson content for the upcoming month

SIGN UP TODAY * A Classroom Tips article to help you teach more effectively

Go to StandardLesson.com  ® An introduction to a featured resource
and choose SUBSCRIBE

All Available at StandardLesson.com

800.323.7543 | customercare@davidccook.org




Teaching Essentials

Standard Lesson Resources
Adult Resources

S Standard LESSON
Engage participants with a variety _ wneV - RESOURCES

of presentation tools that make gr e ie] :
. \ H & — ADULT RESOURCES
every lesson more accessible. |

FALL 2026
* 12 full-color, printed posters

(featuring a map or chart each
quarter)

* Digital files for all 12 posters

* A downloadable PowerPoint® and
Google Slides™ presentation for
each lesson

* A downloadable student activity
page for each lesson (available in

KJV or NIV®)

StandardLesson.com




Bible Reference Tools

31 Full-color Maps
14 Colarful Charts
5 Reproducible Mag Masters

Standard Bible Atlas

BIBLE ATLAS

> Visualize the events in Scripture! The Standard Bible Atlas
features 46 colorful maps and charts designed to enhance
your understanding of ancient people, people groups in the
Bible, and the chronology of biblical history.

Standard Bible Dictionary

Enrich your study and appreciation of Scripture!

The Standard Bible Dictionary features over 2,000 words

commonly encountered in Bible study. Each definition

is concise but thorough. Increase your confidence in

pronouncing biblical names and places with the “How to o e

Say It” feature. i mre ] 98
AL
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The Pocket Pronunciation Guide

Every Bible teacher knows the feeling of reading a Scripture
passage aloud and getting to a hard-to-pronounce word.
Utilize this compact guide to confidently read and speak
over 1,200 commonly mispronounced Bible words.
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Bible Knowledge Course

Use the Training for Service Bible survey course to certify students for positions
of Christian service. Appropriate for group or self-directed study, this resource
will equip Sunday school teachers, small group facilitators, and other key
ministry leaders.

The Training for Service Leader
Guide features:

TR A [ NING * Full text of the Student Guide

* Step-by-step lesson plans

E B \ I ( E * Class activities and reproducible worksheets for
lesson use

* Reproducible final exam and course completion
certificate

The Training for Service Student
Guide features:

T R / . | N . N G * 26 lessons that survey the Bible
* Questions at the end of each lesson
S ]: B \ I CF * Pronunciation guide, maps, charts, and diagrams

Find FREE digital reproducible resources at
TrainingForService.com.
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