
INSTILLS GOD’S WORD 
IN EVERY CHILD’S HEART

SCOPE & SEQUENCE
A Spiritual Development Plan for Connecting  

Today’s Kids to God and His Word

THE WHY BEHIND HEARTSHAPER
There’s an intentional plan and design for how HeartShaper Children’s 
Curriculum teaches God’s Word to children from the time they are 
babies until they reach their teen years. 

What is taught to kids (the scope) from birth through preteen is God’s 
Word and how it applies to their lives. When these truths are taught 
(the sequence) is different for the various age levels, introducing 
God’s Word to kids in age-appropriate ways. Kids who grow up with 
HeartShaper from toddlers through 6th grade will learn to love God 
and His Word, choose to follow Jesus, and live out their lives as part 
of the church. 

HEARTSHAPER KIDS GROW SPIRITUALLY
HeartShaper lessons encourage teachers and equip them with what 
they need to help kids Grow Spiritually from one age level to the next.

HeartShaper makes Bible literacy a priority. Kids take five age- 
appropriate journeys through the Bible by the time they complete 
grade 4. In grades 5 and 6, kids use their Bible knowledge to find 
God’s answers for their own life questions.

Plus, the lessons integrate Bible Skills  
at all age levels, teaching kids how to  
use theBible themselves.

  With HeartShaper®,  
EARLY ELEMENTARY children will

   GROW SPIRITUALLY
Early Elementary children will 
learn these important facts:

• Only God and Jesus deserve their  
 worship
• Jesus is God’s Son; Jesus is their  
 Savior and friend
• They celebrate Christmas because  
 it’s the birthday of Jesus
• The most special thing Jesus ever  
 did was die for them and come  
 back to life
• God expects them to obey Him  
 and His Word
• The Bible tells them all they need  
 to know about God and Jesus
• Miracles show that Jesus is God’s Son

Early Elementary children will 
learn about these godly attitudes:

• Love God, feel He is special, and   
 want to worship Him
• Love Jesus and want to follow His   
 example
• Feel confident and willing to tell   
 about Jesus
• Feel sorry for doing wrong things   
 and want to do right
• Feel confident and capable of    
 choosing to do what’s right
• Want to do their best work at    
 school, home, and church
• Feel sad when others are hurt, and   
 happy when good things happen 
 to others

Early Elementary children will 
be given opportunities to exhibit 
these Christlike behaviors:

• Worship God in a variety of ways
• Follow Jesus’ example of being a  
 good friend
• Choose to do what God says is right
• Tell others about Jesus
• Pray sentence prayers, asking God  
 for help or forgiveness and thanking  
 God
• Bring a Bible to church and begin 
 to read it
• Share possessions with others

Early Elementary children will 
demonstrate these Bible skills:

• Begin to understand the major 
 emphasis of the Old and 
 New Testaments
• Learn to read and pronounce names  
 of Old and New Testament books
• Understand what the punctuation  
 marks mean in a Scripture reference
• Know how to find Bible verses
• Identify Old and New Testament  
 main characters
• Develop Bible-reading 
 comprehension skills
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    With HeartShaper®,  
MIDDLE ELEMENTARY kids will 

 GROW SPIRITUALLY
Middle Elementary children will 
learn these important facts:

• God is their creator, Jesus is God’s  
 Son, and the Holy Spirit is their 
 helper and guide
• God meets their needs
• God hears their prayers and 
 answers them in the way He knows  
 is best
• God loves them and sent His Son  
 to die for them
• Sin means doing wrong things and  
 not doing the right things they  
 know they should do
• Their baptism shows they believe  
 in Jesus’ power over sin and death
• God is willing to forgive them   
 when they do wrong things
• The Lord’s Supper reminds them  
 that Jesus died for their sins
• They can tell others about Jesus

Middle Elementary children will 
learn about these godly attitudes:

• Desire to worship God
• Feel a sense of belonging to their  
 church
• Be aware of the need for salvation
• Trust God to help overcome fears  
 and temptations
• Want to share and help others
• Accept people of other races, 
 nationalities, and abilities as people  
 God loves
• Understand that God has plans for  
 their lives

Middle Elementary children will 
be given opportunities to exhibit 
these Christlike behaviors:

• Pray regularly, including prayer 
 for others
• Read the Bible regularly
• Give some of their money to God
• Invite others to attend Sunday    
 school and worship
• Put God first in plans and activities
• Exhibit fair play and obey game rules
• Tell the truth even when it’s not easy
• Show respect for those in authority

Middle Elementary children will 
demonstrate these Bible skills:

• Begin to understand the chronology  
 of Bible events, that there’s an over 
 all story or theme to the Bible, and  
 that history is God’s story
• Better understand the structure of  
 the Bible
• Navigate within the Bible (both a  
 printed Bible and a digital Bible) to  
 find stories, verses, or topics they  
 want to know more about
• Learn the major emphasis of the  
 Old and New Testaments
• Begin to understand the major  
 emphasis of each division of books  
 in the Old and New Testaments
• Grasp why it’s important to read  
 and study the Bible
• Learn how to use a Bible dictionary  
 (printed, online, and app)
• Feel increasingly confident when  
 using the Bible
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Preteens will learn these  
important facts:

• God created, loves, and values    
 each person
• Sin separates people from God,   
 but God’s forgiveness provides the   
 way back to Him
• God continually provides for His people
• God’s plan from the beginning 
 included sending His Son to earth
• A growing relationship with God 
 is important
• Jesus, God’s Son, wants to be their   
 Savior and friend
• The Holy Spirit is their helper and guide
• Their baptism shows they believe   
 in Jesus’ power over sin and death
• The Bible is God’s inspired Word   
 and is the guide for their lives

Preteens  will learn about 
these godly attitudes:

• Desire to worship God
• Show respect for God, themselves, 
 and others
• Want to express thanks to God
• Feel valuable as a child of God
• Accept and love people of other 
 races, nationalities, and abilities as   
 people God loves
• Trust God in hard times
• Be aware of the need for personal   
 salvation
• Feel a sense of belonging to their church
• Feel a responsibility to tell others   
 the good news about Jesus
• Want to share and help those in need

Preteens will be given  
opportunities to exhibit these  
Christlike behaviors:

• Regularly participate in church activities
• Encourage friends to learn about Jesus  
 and begin to tell others the meaning of  
 Bible verses
• Regularly read the Bible and regularly  
 pray for self and others
• Show respect for all those in authority
• Develop God-given abilities to 
 participate in the ministry of the church
• Use Scripture to overcome temptation  
 and solve problems
• Give with increasing generosity to God
• Put God first in their plans and activities
• Serve God by serving others

Preteens will demonstrate 
these Bible skills:

• Recognize that there are different Bible  
 translations and understand some of   
 the differences
• Find verses in the Bible with increased  
 ease and speed
• Read and explain Bible verses and apply  
 them to everyday life
• Use a Bible dictionary (printed, online,  
 or app) to better understand Scripture  
 texts
• Locate, read, and paraphrase or 
 summarize Bible verses
• Memorize selected Bible passages and  
 talk about theirmeaning
• Value time spent reading God’s Word  
 and use the skills they have acquired in  
 personal Bible study

        With HeartShaper®,  
        PRETEENS will 

 GROW SPIRITUALLY
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  With HeartShaper®,  
  PRE-K & K children will

   GROW SPIRITUALLY
Pre-K & K children will learn 
these important facts:

• God loves and cares for them
• God is powerful
• God can help them do what’s right
• God wants them to love Him
• God keeps His promises
• God sent baby Jesus; baby Jesus  
 grew up, just like them
• Jesus loves them; He is kind, 
 helpful, strong, and forgiving
• Jesus can do wonderful things 
 because He is God’s Son
• They please Jesus when they obey  
 God and their parents
• The Bible is God’s Word; it tells  
 them about God and Jesus
• They can talk to God whenever  
 they want to

Pre-K & K children will learn  
about these godly attitudes:

• Love God and praise Him
• Want to know more about God 
 and the world He made
• Desire to do simple tasks to show  
 love for God, Jesus, and others
• Want to hear Bible stories
• Desire to help others
• Desire to do right things
• Show a willingness to share with  
 others
• Desire to obey God and parents

Pre-K & K children will be  
given opportunities to exhibit 
these Christlike behaviors:

• Talk to God, giving thanks and   
 praise, as well as asking for help
• Ask questions about God, Jesus,  
 and the Bible
• Sing songs about God, Jesus, 
 and the Bible
• Tell others about Jesus
• Be kind and helpful to family and  
 others
• Say a thank-You prayer before 
 each meal

Pre-K & K children will 
demonstrate these Bible skills:

• Know there are two parts of the  
 Bible, an Old and a New Testament
• Know the Bible is made up of 
 different books and begin to 
 recognize names of Bible books
• Know how to open and hold the  
 Bible correctly
• Begin to read simple Bible words  
 and say simple Bible verses from  
 memory
• Retell basic facts about main Bible  
 characters
• Begin to sequence events in main  
 Bible stories
• Recognize key words (e.g. God,  
 Jesus, and Bible) by sight
• Know simple definitions of basic  
 Bible terms, such as worship, pray,  
 and church
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Discover more at  
HeartShaper.com

  With HeartShaper®,  
  PRESCHOOL children will

   GROW SPIRITUALLY
Preschool children will 
learn these important facts:

• God made the world and cares for it
• God made them, loves them, and  
 cares for them
• God gives them a family, friends,  
 and others who help them
• God gives them food, clothing, 
 and a home
• Jesus is God’s Son
• Jesus grew from a baby to a boy to  
 a man
• The boy Jesus was a helper; He  
 obeyed His parents and God
• Jesus can do wonderful things 
 because He is God’s Son
• Jesus died, but God made Him 
 live again
• Jesus loves them and is their 
 special friend
• Jesus feels sad when they do 
 something they shouldn’t
• The Bible is a special book from God  
 and tells them about God and Jesus
• God and Jesus hear them when 
 they pray

Preschool children will 
learn about these godly attitudes:

• Love God and Jesus
• Feel special because God made  
 them and loves them
• Feel that Jesus is a friend
• Want to be like Jesus
• Want to pray
• Enjoy hearing Bible stories
• Enjoy singing songs to and about  
 God and Jesus
• Want to obey parents and teachers
• Want to help others

Preschool children will be given 
opportunities to exhibit these 
Christlike behaviors:

• Be kind to other children
• Give happily to God
• Sing and pray to thank God
• Talk to Jesus as a friend

Preschool children will 
demonstrate these Bible skills:

• Know to handle the Bible carefully
• Point to and repeat simple Bible  
 words
• Point to main characters in Bible  
 pictures
• Recognize the word Bible
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 With HeartShaper®,  
TODDLERS & 2-YEAR-OLD children will

  GROW SPIRITUALLY
Toddlers & 2-year-old children 
will explore these important  
facts:

• God made all things
• God loves and cares for them
• God is kind
• God wants them to love Him
• Jesus loves them
• Jesus is their friend
• The Bible is God’s special book
• The Bible tells about Jesus
• Church is a happy place

Explore the  
HeartShaper Scope & Sequence

Toddlers & 2-year-old children 
will learn about these godly  
attitudes:

• Enjoy trying to sing a song about  
 God or clapping when the teacher  
 leads
• Listen to and may pray simple   
 prayers to God
• Enjoy trying to follow an action  
 rhyme
• Feel love toward God, Jesus, and  
 the Bible

Toddlers & 2-year-old children 
will be given opportunities to  
exhibit these Christlike 
behaviors:

• Say “Jesus” and “Bible”
• Recognize a picture of Jesus
• Bow their heads when the teacher  
 prays

Toddlers & 2-year-old children 
will demonstrate these Bible 
skills:

• Be interested in the Bible and like  
 to pat it and look at it
• Say some Bible words and repeat  
 short phrases
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Toddlers & 2s

  With HeartShaper®,  
   kids will develop

 BIBLE SKILLS
Teaching age-appropriate Bible skills is an integral part 
of HeartShaper® Curriculum! These critical Bible skills:

• Are vital for kids to develop
• Help kids study God’s Word on their own
• Will be used for the rest of their lives
• Are integrated into each lesson
• Are taught at the appropriate age levels
• Build on each other from one age level to the next

Explore the  
HeartShaper Scope & Sequence

TODDLERS & 2-YEAR-OLD children will:
• Be interested in the Bible and like to pat it and look at it
• Begin to repeat Bible words and short phrases
• Begin to understand that the Bible is God’s special book
• Feel love toward God, Jesus, and the Bible

PRESCHOOL children will:
• Know the Bible is God’s special book
• Know to handle the Bible carefully
• Point to and repeat simple Bible words
• Point to main characters in Bible pictures
• Recognize the word Bible
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MIDDLE ELEMENTARY kids will:
• Begin to understand the chronology of Bible events, that there’s an  
 overall story or theme to the Bible, and that history is God’s story
• Better understand the structure of the Bible
• Navigate within the Bible (both a printed Bible and a digital Bible)  
 to find stories, verses, or topics they want to know more about
• Learn the major emphasis of the Old and New Testaments
• Begin to understand the major emphasis of each division of books  
 in the Old and New Testaments
• Grasp why it’s important to read and study the Bible
• Learn how to use a Bible dictionary (printed, online, and app)
• Feel increasingly confident when using the Bible

Optional Bible skills for middle elementary kids
• Memorize Old and New Testament books
• Memorize Old and New Testament divisions
• Learn more about the theme of each of the Bible divisions
• Locate on a Bible map where key Bible events took place
• Put key Bible events and people in chronological order

PRETEENS will:
• See the Bible as God’s Word and accept its absolute truth
• Recognize that there are different Bible translations and understand  
 some of the differences
• Find verses in the Bible with increased ease and speed
• Read and explain Bible verses and apply them to everyday life
• Use a Bible dictionary, Bible map, and concordance (printed, online,  
 or app) to better understand Scripture texts
• Locate, read, and paraphrase or summarize Bible verses
• Memorize selected Bible passages and talk about their meaning
• Value time spent reading God’s Word and use the skills they have  
 acquired in personal Bible study

Optional Bible skills for preteens
• List major Old Testament events in chronological order; 
 attach people to events
• List major New Testament events in chronological order; 
 attach people to events
• Name the books and divisions of the Bible
• Explain the themes of Bible divisions
• Find and compare parallel Scripture passages
• Know how to use a variety of study Bible helps: cross-references,  
 chapter intros, verse explanations, etc.
• Refer to Scripture when discussing personal faith
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PRE-K & K children will:
• Know the Bible is God’s special book that tells about God and Jesus
• Know there are two parts of the Bible, an Old Testament and a 
 New Testament
• Know the Bible is made up of different books
• Know how to open and hold the Bible correctly
• Begin to read simple Bible words
• Say simple Bible verses from memory
• Retell basic facts about main Bible characters
• Begin to sequence events in main Bible stories
• Recognize key words (e.g. God, Jesus, and Bible) by sight
• Know simple definitions of basic Bible terms, such as worship, pray,  
 and church
• Begin to recognize names of Bible books

EARLY ELEMENTARY children will:
• Begin to understand the major emphasis of the Old and New 
 Testaments
• Learn to read and pronounce names of Old and New Testament  
 books
• Know how to find Bible verses
• Begin to read Bible verses
• Say selected Bible verses from memory
• Identify Old and New Testament main characters
• Develop Bible-reading comprehension skills

Optional Bible skills for early elementary children
• Learn to use the table of contents in a Bible
• Understand what the punctuation marks mean in a Scripture 
 reference
• Find books, chapters, and verses in a Bible
• Put a simple series of Bible events and people in chronological order
• Begin to understand general divisions of Bible books 

Discover more at  
HeartShaper.com

https://dcc-marketing.s3.amazonaws.com/scope-and-sequence/HeartShaper-Spiritual-Growth-Chart.pdf
https://dcc-marketing.s3.amazonaws.com/scope-and-sequence/HeartShaper-Bible-Skills-Plan.pdf
https://dcc-marketing.s3.amazonaws.com/scope-and-sequence/scope-and-sequence-heartshaper.pdf


  TODDLERS & 2S

AGES: 1 and 2, with options for babies
SCOPE & SEQUENCE: 1 year
LESSON TIME: 2+ hours of active learning and play

The lesson activities in HeartShaper Toddlers & 2s  
early childhood curriculum have been planned to help 
1- and 2-year-olds relate to and enjoy familiar items 

and concepts while learning that God made everything, Jesus loves 
them, the Bible is God’s Word, and church is a happy place.

Babies and toddlers learn through repetition. With this 1-year scope 
and sequence featuring basic Bible concepts and stories, 1- and 
2-year-olds are taught the same lessons each year. Weekly activity 
options help teachers plan interactive lessons that engage children at 
their individual learning levels. Plus, a bonus unit of lessons is provided 
each quarter in Toddlers & 2s Resources printable files.

FAITH FOR EVERY CHILD 
SIX AGE LEVELS MEET KIDS WHERE THEY ARE

Following the lesson plans provided and using the multisensory audio 
and visual aids, student pages, and take-home papers, HeartShaper 
teachers can be confident that they are preparing kids spiritually for 
dealing with future life challenges. Let’s explore what HeartShaper 
kids experience at each age level.

  PRESCHOOL, PRE-K & K

PRESCHOOL AGES: 3 and 4, with options for 2-year-olds
PRE-K & K AGES: 5 and 6, with options for 4-year-olds
SCOPE & SEQUENCE: 2 years
LESSON TIME: 2+ hours of interactive learning and play
BIBLE VERSION: ICB with KJV options provided 
in Resources printable files

Preschool and Pre-K & K follow the same scope and sequence. While 
children in both age groups are learning the same Bible stories, the 
teacher guide lessons, Resources (visuals, audio tracks, printable files), 
and activity pages are different  for the two age levels. Additional Bible 
story details are added at the Pre-K & K level. And Pre-K & K children 
grow in understanding godly attitudes and terms such as worship, 
pray, and church. Lessons at both age levels help children explore and 
begin to apply Bible truths to their lives.



  EARLY ELEMENTARY

GRADES: 1 and 2
SCOPE & SEQUENCE: 2 years
LESSON TIME: 1+ hours
BIBLE VERSION: NIV with KJV options provided 
in Resources printable files

Bible lessons for children in grades 1 and 2 build on the Bible stories  
taught at the early childhood age levels. New Bible stories are in-
troduced, and children develop a deeper understanding of God and  
Jesus. Bible skills activities are integrated into each lesson, helping 
beginning readers find and read simple Bible verses.

The Early Elementary Bible lessons take children through the Bible  
1 time during the 2-year cycle. Old Testament Bible stories are taught 
in the Fall and Summer quarters. New Testament Bible stories are 
taught in Winter (to include Jesus’ birth) and Spring (to include  
Jesus’ resurrection).

As these children focus on Bible truths, they grow to love God and 
want to worship Him. They love Jesus and want to follow His example.

Preschool and Pre-K & K lessons are planned to take children through 
the Bible 1 time at each age level. Old Testament Bible stories are 
taught in the Fall and Summer quarters. New Testament Bible stories 
are taught in Winter (to include Jesus’ birth) and Spring (to include 
Jesus’ resurrection).

Sharing a scope and sequence at these age levels reinforces the  
Bible stories through repetition for early childhood learners. This also 
makes it simpler for smaller churches to combine age levels or for  
larger churches to combine age levels for the Bible story time and then 
do activities with each separate age level.

Discover more at  
HeartShaper.com

https://davidccook.org/curriculum/heartshaper/


  PRETEEN

GRADES: 5 and 6
SCOPE & SEQUENCE: 2 years
LESSON TIME: 1+ hours
BIBLE VERSION: NIV with KJV options provided 
in Resources printable files

Kids ages 11 and 12 are looking for answers, even when they don’t 
know the questions to ask. Preteens need leaders who can guide them 
in their quest for truth and help them understand that God is Truth.

HeartShaper’s PreTeen scope and sequence is designed to help teach-
ers and leaders guide preteens through the study of topics relevant 
to their lives. Topics include “Growing Up,” “Tools for Family Living,” 
“Being a Real Christian,” “Choosing Right from Wrong,” and more!

Teachers don’t try to give kids the answers. Instead, kids explore God’s 
Word to discover for themselves what God has to say about the chal-
lenges they face. Kids learn to put God first in their plans and activi-
ties. Suggested service projects help preteens learn to serve God by 
serving others.

  MIDDLE ELEMENTARY

GRADES: 3 and 4
SCOPE & SEQUENCE: 2 years
LESSON TIME: 1+ hours
BIBLE VERSION: NIV with KJV options provided 
in Resources printable files

The Middle Elementary scope and sequence helps kids in grades 3 and 
4 look at the people and events of the Bible in a new way—chronologi-
cally. Kids ages 9 and 10 have a better understanding of time. They are 
curious and ready to explore.

During the 2 years of Bible lessons, 3rd and 4th graders are taken on 2 
chronological journeys through the Bible, focusing on key events and 
Bible people. Kids begin to understand that there is an overall story to 
the Bible and that history is God’s story. They learn that God has a plan 
for their lives too.

Integrated Bible skills in each Middle Elementary lesson help kids con-
tinue to grow and feel confident when they use their Bibles.



MORE THAN LESSON PLANS
With HeartShaper Children’s Curriculum, you get more than a well- 
developed, age-appropriate scope and sequence. In addition to our 
easy-to-use teacher guides, HeartShaper provides:

MULTISENSORY TEACHING TOOLS
It’s easy to make lessons more engaging using the Resources packs (in-
cluding interactive visuals and posters, downloadable audio tracks, and 
printable files), Bible story teaching pictures, student activity pages, 
and take-homes.

ACTIVITY OPTIONS AND ADAPTATIONS
Teachers can choose activities that will work best for their group of 
kids. Suggestions are given for modifying activities to use with smaller 
or larger groups of kids. Look for these ideas throughout the teacher 
guides.

SPECIAL NEEDS RESOURCES
Tips are provided in each lesson for reaching every child, 
including those who have special needs. Identified by a 
Special Needs Friendly icon, these helpful adaptations can 
be found in the teacher guides and with the Resources 
printable files. Additional special needs helps are provided 
on HeartShaper.com.

LEADING YOUNG HEARTS TO THE LORD 
EVANGELISM PAMPHLET
This guide provides Scriptures and questions teachers can 
use as they share with elementary-age kids what it means to 
have a personal relationship with Jesus. The guide is included 
with the elementary-age Resources printable files and online 
with the Training for Teachers Articles and Helps.

ADDITIONAL CORRELATED AGE-LEVEL RESOURCES
Using the HeartShaper scope and sequence included in these books, 
it’s easy to find additional coloring pages, puzzles, or classroom posters 
to expand lessons or send home. These resources can be used with any 
children’s curriculum. Available at Shop.DavidCCook.org!

Children’s curriculum that helps you reach kids with 
varied abilities to make a difference—in a child’s 
future, in a family’s worship experience, and in your 
church community.

BECAUSE
EVERY 
CHILD
MATTERS

https://davidccook.org/curriculum/heartshaper/resources/#special-needs
https://davidccook.org/curriculum/heartshaper/resources/
https://shop.davidccook.org/collections/heartshaper/Age_Kids

